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tion communication terminal to function as a pseudo access
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suring unit measures an intensity of the carrier wave from
the PAP. The information communication terminal transmits
a measurement result to the management server to cause the
management server to estimate location information.
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION
TERMINAL AND LOCATION ESTIMATION

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a system for estimating
locations of respective information communication termi-
nals, and the information communication terminals used in
the system, an agent program, and a location estimation
method for the system. More specifically, the present inven-
tion relates to a system for estimating locations of respective
information communication terminals connected to a wire-
less local area network (LAN), on the basis of a location of
a pseudo-access point that is an information communication
terminal connected to a wired LAN; the information com-
munication terminals used in the system; an agent program
implemented in each of the information communication
terminals, and a location estimation method for the system.

As portable information communication terminals such as
a mobile phone, a smartphone, a tablet personal computer
(PC), and a notebook PC have become used widely, users
have come to always carry such information communication
terminals with them. A global positioning system (UPS)
function is now equipped in such an information commu-
nication terminal, and there are provided many services
using location information acquired by using the GPS func-
tion.

Such services include displaying the location of the user
on a map, guiding the user to a destination, and the like.

There is known a technique by which location informa-
tion of a mobile terminal is acquired based on information
on cells of base stations, information acquired from the GPS,
and the like, and is registered in a server by using a
long-distance wireless network based on wideband code
division multiple access (W-CDMA), personal digital cel-
Iular (PDC), CDMA2000 or the like. The technique, how-
ever, incurs high usage costs, and thus anew technique is
desired by which the location information of the information
communication terminal can be acquired simply at low cost.

Recently, a wireless local area network (LAN) which is
one of short-distance radio communication systems has been
widely spread in the market, and thus there has been
proposed a technique of acquiring location information of an
information communication terminal simply at low cost by
using the wireless LAN.

In addition, a technique has been proposed in which
positioning access points are provided, and the detection
accuracy of location information is enhanced by using the
intensity of the wireless LAN. This technique achieves low
cost and enhanced detection accuracy by making radio wave
areas small in a way that wireless LAN access points serving
as infrastructures for identifying a location are installed in an
indoor place where the GPS cannot be used, and are oper-
ated to transmit only beacons only necessary for the posi-
tioning.

Further, other techniques have been proposed. Specifi-
cally, in an ad-hoc mode, a mobile node receives as a beacon
packet a packet including location information transmitted
from a known terminal through an ad-hoc network, and
estimates its own location based on a hop count or the like
in the path to the mobile terminal. In the techniques, a
terminal acquiring an absolute location by using the GPS
advertises its own location information to neighboring ter-
minals, and a terminal receiving the advertised information
estimates its own location range based on the advertised
information and a hop count in the path from the GPS to the
terminal itself.
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Meanwhile, one of known techniques of estimating a
location based on a radio wave is a received signal strength
indication (RSSI) scheme. This scheme uses a relationship
between a distance and attenuation of the radio wave inten-
sity, and estimates a distance between a node (end point)
supposed to estimate its own location and a node transmit-
ting the radio wave on the basis of the intensity of the
received radio wave. The technique will be described by
referring to FIG.

FIG. 1 shows that a notebook PC 1 which is an end point
is located in coordinates (Xz,,, Ygep Zzs,) showing a three-
dimensional location. In addition, four notebook PCs 2, 3, 4,
and 5 which neighbor the notebook PC 1 and transmit radio
waves are respectively located in coordinates (X, v,, Z,),
(Xsy Yoy Zo)s (X3, V35 Z3), and (X, Va4, Z4), and respectively
have distances r,, r,, 3, and r, from the notebook PC 1.

Suppose that the notebook PC 1 actually measures the
intensities of the radio waves from the notebook PCs 2, 3, 4,
and 5 and acquires values p;, p,, ps, and p,. FIG. 2 shows
a relationship among the values p,, p,, ps, and p, and the
distances ry, r,, r3, and r,, FIG. 2 shows that the radio wave
intensity is inversely proportional to the distance.

In this scheme, distances between the end point and the
multiple nodes are estimated, and the three-dimensional
coordinates Xz, Ve Zzs,) can be calculated by using the
distances in accordance with the following simultaneous
equations.

Cram ¥ SWra )+ e 7)1

(a0 + VgV H g2 =15
3 > 2 2

(e 3) + Ve ¥3) +HCEar23) =13

Gra ¥+ Vg ya Y + g2 =rs Formula 1:

There is another technique called a time difference of
arrival (TDoA) scheme. This scheme measures a time dif-
ference between a radio wave transmission time of a node
transmitting a radio wave and a radio wave reception time of
an end point and calculates a distance between the node and
the end point based on the time difference and the transmis-
sion speed of the radio wave.

In a configuration shown in FIG. 1, time differences t,, t,,
15, and t, are obtained based on times of transmitting radio
waves by the notebook PCs 2, 3, 4, and 5 and times of
receiving the radio waves by the notebook PC 1. FIG. 3
shows a relationship among the time differences t;, t,, t;, and
t, and the distances 1, r,, t3, and r,, FIG. 3 shows that the
time difference is proportional to the distance.

Also in this scheme, distances between the end point and
the multiple nodes are estimated. The three-dimensional
coordinates (xEst, yEst, zHst) can be calculated by using the
distances in accordance with simultaneous equations similar
to the Formula 1 above.

SUMMARY

In one illustrative embodiment, an information commu-
nication terminal comprises a processor and a memory
coupled to the processor. The memory comprises instruc-
tions which, when executed by the processor, cause the
processor to responsive to the information communication
terminal being connected to a wired network and receiving
from a management server a mode change instruction to
switch to a communication mode of performing wireless
communication directly with at least one other information
communication terminal, switch the communication mode
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to a pseudo-access point (PAP) communication mode. The
instructions further cause the processor to broadcast a carrier
wave comprising terminal identification information of the
information communication terminal responsive to the
information communication terminal being in the PAP com-
munication mode. The instructions further cause the proces-
sor to responsive to the information communication terminal
not being connected to the wired network, measure an
intensity of a carrier wave that is broadcasted by a second
information communication terminal functioning in the PAP
communication mode. The carrier wave comprises terminal
identification information of the second information com-
munication terminal. The instructions further cause the
processor to transmit the measured intensity to the manage-
ment server together with the terminal identification infor-
mation of the second information communication terminal.
The management server estimates location information of
the information communication terminal by using the loca-
tion information of the second information communication
terminal and the measured intensity and stores the estimated
location information in association with the terminal iden-
tification information of the information communication
terminal.

In another embodiment, A computer program product
comprises a computer readable storage medium having a
computer readable program stored therein. The computer
readable program, when executed on an information com-
munication terminal, causes the information communication
terminal to responsive to the information communication
terminal being connected to a wired network and receiving
from a management server a mode change instruction to
switch to a communication mode of performing wireless
communication directly with at least one other information
communication terminal, switch a communication mode to
a pseudo-access point (PAP) communication mode. The
computer readable program further causes the information
communication terminal to broadcast a carrier wave com-
prising, terminal identification information of the informa-
tion communication terminal responsive to the information
communication terminal being in the PAP communication
mode. The computer readable program further causes the
information communication terminal to responsive to the
information communication terminal not being connected to
the wired network, measure an intensity of a carrier wave
that is broadcasted by a second information communication
terminal functioning in the PAP communication mode. The
carrier wave comprises terminal identification information
of the second information communication terminal. The
computer readable program further causes the information
communication terminal to transmit the measured intensity
to the management server together with the terminal iden-
tification information of the second information communi-
cation terminal. The management server estimates location
information of the information communication terminal by
using the location information of the second information
communication terminal and the measured intensity and
stores the estimated location information in association with
the terminal identification information of the information
communication terminal.

In another illustrative embodiment, a location estimation
system comprises a plurality of information communication
terminals and a management server connected to a wired
network and configured to estimate a location of each of the
plurality of information communication terminals and to
store location information of the plurality of information
communication terminals. Responsive to a given informa-
tion communication terminal receiving from the manage-
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ment server a mode change instruction to switch to a
communication mode of performing wireless communica-
tion directly with a different information communication
terminal, the given information communication terminal
switches a communication mode to a pseudo-access point
(PAP) communication mode. The given information com-
munication terminal broadcasts a carrier wave comprising
terminal identification information of the given information
communication terminal responsive to the given information
communication terminal being in the PAP communication
mode. Responsive to the given information communication
terminal not being connected to the wired network, the given
information communication terminal measures an intensity
of'a carrier wave that is broadcasted by a second information
communication terminal functioning in the PAP communi-
cation mode, wherein the carrier wave comprises terminal
identification information of the second information com-
munication terminal. The given information communication
terminal transmits the measured intensity to the management
server together with the terminal identification information
of the second information communication terminal. The
management server estimates location information of the
information communication terminal by using the location
information of the second information communication ter-
minal and the measured intensity and stores the estimated
location information in association with the terminal iden-
tification information of the information communication
terminal.

In another illustrative embodiment, a method is per-
formed by a location estimation system including a plurality
of information communication terminals and a management
server connected to a wired network and configured to
estimate a location of each of the plurality of information
communication terminals. The method comprises the man-
aging server selecting one of the information communica-
tion terminals connected to the wired network, as an infor-
mation communication terminal to function as a pseudo-
access point (PAP), according to a certain rule, and issuing,
to the selected information communication terminal, a mode
change instruction to switch to a communication mode of
performing wireless communication directly with a different
one of the information communication terminals. The
method further comprises the managing server storing ter-
minal identification information and location information of
the selected information communication terminal in asso-
ciation with each other in a PAP database. The method
further comprises the selected information communication
terminal switching to the communication mode and to
function as the PAP, responsive to receiving the mode
change instruction. The method farther comprises the
selected information communication terminal functioning as
the PAP broadcasting a carrier wave comprising the terminal
identification information of the selected information com-
munication terminal functioning as the PAP. The method
farther comprises a given information communication ter-
minal, responsive to determining the given information
communication terminal is not connected to the wired
network, measuring an intensity of a carrier wave that is
broadcasted by the selected information communication
terminal functioning as the PAP, wherein the carrier wave
comprises terminal identification information of the selected
information communication terminal, transmitting the mea-
sured intensity to the management server together with the
terminal identification information of the selected informa-
tion communication terminal functioning as the PAP. The
method further comprises the management server estimating
location information of the given information communica-
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tion terminal by using the location information of the
selected information communication terminal functioning as
the PAP and the measured intensity and storing the estimated
location information in association with the terminal iden-
tification information of the given information communica-
tion terminal in a terminal database.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a system configuration
employed in a conventional technique of estimating a loca-
tion of an information communication terminal on the basis
of a radio wave.

FIG. 2 is a graph showing a relationship between an
intensity of a radio wave and a distance, the radio wave
being received from each of nodes by an end point, the
distance being between each node and the end point.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing a relationship between a time
difference and a distance, the time difference being between
a time of transmitting a radio wave by each node and a time
of receiving the radio wave by the end point, the distance
being between each node and the end point.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a location estimation system
of an embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a table illustrating a terminal database managed
by a management server.

FIG. 6 is a table illustrating a range information database
managed by the management server.

FIG. 7 is a table illustrating a pseudo access point (PAP)
database managed by the management server.

FIG. 8 is a functional block diagram of the management
server included in the location management system.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing one example of selecting a
PAP.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing another example of select-
ing a PAP.

FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram of each of infor-
mation communication terminals included in the location
management system.

FIG. 12 is a table illustrating measurement results trans-
mitted to the management server.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing a flow of overall process-
ing performed by the information communication terminal.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing a flow of processing
performed by the information communication terminal in a
wireless LAN communication mode.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing a flow of processing
performed by the information communication terminal in a
non-PAP mode in a wired LAN communication mode.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart showing a flow of processing
performed by the information communication terminal in a
PAP mode in the wired LAN communication mode.

FIG. 17 is a diagram showing that a location of an end
point is being estimated.

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing another flow of processing
performed by the information communication terminal in
anon-PAP mode in a wired LAN communication mode.

FIG. 19 is a table illustrating first distance information.

FIG. 20 illustrates a relative positional relationship chart.

FIG. 21 illustrates the relative positional relationship
chart mapped on a map.

FIGS. 22A and 22B show the extended relative positional
relationship chart.

FIG. 23 is a table illustrating second distance information.

FIG. 24 is a table showing that three or more information
communication terminals connected to a wired LAN are
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6

identified for each information communication terminal
connected to a wireless LAN.

FIG. 25 is a diagram showing that an intersection of three
circles is estimated as a location of an information terminal
connected to the wireless LAN, the three circles being drawn
so that the identified three information communication ter-
minals can each be located as the center and that distances
each associated with the information terminal connected to
the wireless LAN can be set as a radius.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An information communication terminal having a UPS
function can acquire three-dimensional location coordinates
as location information by use of this function. However, the
information communication terminal cannot acquire such
location information when used indoors, e.g., an office
environment, where a GPS radio wave is not reachable.

In such a case, the information communication terminal
can acquire location information by using a sensor or a
wireless LAN as in the prior art techniques. Specifically,
installation of access point equipment and application of the
above-described RSSI or TDoA enable the information
communication terminal to acquire three-dimensional loca-
tion coordinates as location information. Alternatively, as in
the prior art techniques, a network used for communication
itself is formed of an ad-hoc network, and an information
communication terminal is allowed to estimate its own
location by acquiring the absolute locations of other termi-
nals using the UPS.

The techniques described in the prior art, however require
that additional hardware, i.e., access point equipment, be
placed in an appropriate location and location information of
the equipment be registered in advance. Moreover, in a case
of acquiring location information by using the RSSI; a
relationship between distance and attenuation of the radio
wave intensity needs to be acquired and modeled in advance.
Further, to estimate location information in three-dimen-
sional location coordinates, at least three nodes are required,
and moreover the three-dimensional location coordinates of
all the nodes need to be registered in advance and managed
individually by the nodes.

Similarly, in a case of acquiring location information by
using the TDoA, at least three nodes are required, and
moreover the three-dimensional location coordinates of all
the nodes need to be registered in advance and managed
individually by the nodes. In addition, the nodes and an end
point must be synchronized in terms of time.

The techniques described in the prior art require that a
network used for communication itself be formed of an
ad-hoc network, and therefore a network configuration of an
office has to be changed significantly only for location
identification.

Such being the case, a system and a method have been
desired that are capable of estimating an approximate indoor
location (e.g., a building, a floor or an area) in which each
information communication terminal performing wireless
communication exists, without requiring any new additional
hardware, prior registration or management of location
information of each node, or any change in a network
configuration.

In view of the aforementioned problems, the illustrative
embodiments described herein employ the following con-
figuration. Specifically, in a DHCP network environment of
an office, approximate locations, such as a building a floor,
or an area, of information communication terminals con-
nected to the wired LAN are estimated from IP addresses



US 9,462,417 B2

7

assigned by a dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP)
server. In addition, when one of the information communi-
cation terminals performing wireless communication is con-
nected to the wired LAN, a mode of a wireless LAN adaptor
thereof is dynamically changed to an ad-hoc mode to cause
the information communication terminal to function as a
pseudo access point (PAP). Then, a radio wave intensity of
the information communication terminal functioning as the
PAP is checked, and thereby a location (a building, a floor
or an area) of the information communication terminal
connected to the wireless LAN is estimated.

Recently, most of information communication terminals
include a wireless LAN adaptor, and measurement of radio
wave intensity can be achieved by software. Thus, an indoor
location of an information communication terminal can be
estimated without requiring new additional hardware, prior
registration or management of location information of each
node. For this reason, indoor location information can be
acquired simply and at low cost.

The illustrative embodiments can achieve this by provid-
ing an information communication terminal, an agent pro-
gram implemented on the information communication ter-
minal, a location estimation system including the
information communication terminal, and a method therefor.

Specifically, in a system including multiple information
communication terminals and a management server con-
nected to a wired network and configured to estimate a
location of each of the plurality of information communi-
cation terminals and to then register and manage location
information of the information communication terminal, the
information communication terminal functions as agent
means by executing an installed agent program.

The agent means includes a connection judging unit for
checking a network connection state of the information
communication terminal, and judging whether the informa-
tion communication terminal is connected to the wired
network; a terminal information sending unit for, if the
information communication terminal is judged to be con-
nected to the wired network, sending the management server
terminal identification information including a network
address of the information communication terminal assigned
by an address assigner, and causing the management server
to generate location information of the information commu-
nication terminal on the basis of the network address and to
register and manage the location information in association
with the terminal identification information; a communica-
tion mode changing unit for, upon receiving from the
management server a mode change instruction to switch to
a communication mode of performing wireless communi-
cation directly with a different one of the information
communication terminals, causing the information commu-
nication terminal to switch to the communication mode and
to function as a PAP; and a carrier wave broadcasting unit
for broadcasting a carrier wave added with the terminal
identification information of the information communication
terminal as the PAP.

The agent means further includes an intensity measuring
unit for, if the information communication terminal is
judged not to be connected to the wired network, measuring
an intensity of a carrier wave that is broadcasted by a
different one of the information communication terminals
functioning as the PAP and is added with terminal identifi-
cation information of the different information communica-
tion terminal; and a measurement result transmitting unit for
transmitting the measured intensity to the management
server together with the terminal identification information
of the different information communication terminal func-
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tioning as the PAP, and causing the management server to
estimate location information of the information communi-
cation terminal by using the location information of the
different information communication terminal functioning
as the PAP and the measured intensity and to register and
manage the estimated location information in association
with the terminal identification information of the informa-
tion communication terminal.

The agent means further includes a PAP mode judging
unit for, in response to the judging that the information
communication terminal is connected to the wired network,
judging whether the information communication terminal is
set in a PAP mode. If the PAP mode judging unit judges that
the information communication terminal is not set in the
PAP mode, the terminal information sending unit can send
the management server the terminal identification informa-
tion to cause the management server to generate location
information. In addition, upon receiving the mode change
instruction from the management server, the communication
mode changing unit can change the communication mode.
When the PAP mode judging unit judges that the information
communication terminal is set in the PAP mode, the carrier
wave broadcasting unit can broadcast a carrier wave added
with the terminal identification information.

Upon receiving from the management server the mode
change instruction to switch to a communication mode of
performing wireless communication via an access point
connected to the wired network, the communication mode
changing unit can cause the information communication
terminal to switch to the communication mode and to
function as a non-PAP. That is, in response to the mode
change instruction from the management server, the com-
munication mode changing unit can cause the information
communication terminal to switch between the communi-
cation mode of functioning as the PAP and the communi-
cation mode of functioning as the non-PAP and can imple-
ment a function of the changed communication mode.

The carrier wave added with the terminal identification
information broadcasted by the carrier wave broadcasting
unit is also added with PAP identification information for
identifying the PAP, and is broadcasted at regular intervals.
Thereby, each carrier wave broadcasted from the corre-
sponding PAP can be identified, and carrier wave transmis-
sion and reception timing can be synchronized.

The intensity measuring unit can measure only a carrier
wave having an intensity higher than a threshold and cut off
a carrier wave having an extremely low intensity lower than
the threshold. Thereby, only a carrier wave on the same floor
or room can be received to identify the location of the
information communication terminal more easily. Note the
carrier wave can be an electromagnetic wave including an
electronic wave and light, or an ultrasonic wave. The carrier
wave broadcasting unit can also broadcast the carrier wave
while controlling the intensity thereof. If the intensity of the
broadcasted carrier wave can be controlled, a carrier wave
broadcasted from upper or lower floor or a different room
shielded by a wall can be prevented from being detected
without the need for providing the threshold. Thus, only a
carrier wave on the same floor or room can be received to
identify the location of the information communication
terminal more easily.

The agent program causes the information communica-
tion terminal to function as the agent means and to execute
processing performed by the aforementioned units. Thus, an
approximate location of the information communication
terminal can be estimated without adding hardware.
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However, locations of wired network connection ports
(wired LAN ports) might not appropriately managed,
depending on the office. In such a case, the locations of the
connection ports are unknown. Thus, even if an information
communication terminal functioning as a PAP (hereinafter,
referred to as a PAP-functioning information communica-
tion terminal) located closest to an information communi-
cation terminal which is connected to the wireless network
and a location of which is estimated can be identified, the
location of the PAP-functioning information communication
terminal is unknown. Hence, in order to identify the loca-
tion, the location estimation system can be configured such
that, even when the information communication terminal is
judged to be connected to the wired network and does not
function as the PAP, the intensity measuring unit measures
the intensity of the carrier wave and the measurement result
transmitting unit transmits the measured intensity to the
management server. Thereby, the management server can
identify the locations of the information communication
terminals connected to the wired network by calculating a
distance between the information communication terminal
connected to the wired network and not functioning as the
PAP and each of the other information communication
terminals based on the intensity, by acquiring a relative
positional relationship between the information communi-
cation terminals connected to the wired network based on
the distance, and by mapping the relationship on an arrange-
ment map of the wired network connection ports. Thus, the
location of each information communication terminal con-
nected to the wireless network can be estimated as described
above based on a location of an information communication
terminal connected to the wired network which is located
closest to the information communication terminal to be
estimated.

If the PAP mode judging unit judges that the information
communication terminal is not set in the PAP mode, the
intensity measuring unit of the information communication
terminal measures the carrier wave broadcasted from the
PAP-functioning different information communication ter-
minal, and the measurement result transmitting unit can send
the management server the terminal the measured intensity
together with the identification information of the different
information communication terminal.

The location estimation system including the multiple
information communication terminals and the management
server is configured such that the management server man-
ages a range information database, a terminal database, and
a PAP database for the information communication termi-
nals configured as above. The range information database
stores therein location information and a range of network
addresses in association with each other. The terminal data-
base stores therein the terminal identification information of
the information communication terminal and location infor-
mation of the information communication terminal in asso-
ciation with each other. The PAP database stores therein the
terminal identification information and the location infor-
mation of an information communication terminal function-
ing as the PAP in association with each other.

Upon receiving the terminal identification information
transmitted from the information communication terminal,
the management server refers to the range information
database, generates location information of the information
communication terminal, and updates the terminal database
by registering the location information in the terminal data-
base in association with the terminal identification informa-
tion.
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The management server selects, in accordance with a
certain rule, one of the information communication termi-
nals connected to the wired network information commu-
nication terminal to cause the information communication
terminal to function as the PAP, and issues to the selected
information communication terminal the mode change
instruction to switch to the communication mode of per-
forming wireless communication directly with a different
one of the information communication terminals.

The management server refers to the PAP database on the
basis of the terminal identification information of the PAP-
functioning information communication terminal which
achieves the highest intensity among the intensities received
from the information communication terminals connected to
the wireless radio network, acquires the location information
associated with the terminal identification information, and
updates the terminal database by registering the location
information in the terminal database as location information
of the information communication terminal connected to the
wireless network.

From the above, the management server may include a
location estimating unit and the instruction issuing unit, the
location estimating unit generating location information by
using the range information database, acquiring location
information based on the PAP database, and updating the
terminal database, the instruction issuing unit transmitting
the communication mode change instruction. The databases
may be provided externally in separation from the manage-
ment server or may be incorporated into the management
server.

If the locations of the wired network connection ports are
not appropriately managed, the management server refers to
the terminal database, selects one of the information com-
munication terminals connected to the wired network in
turn, and issues a mode change instruction to the selected
information communication terminal to function as the PAP.
Note that while the selected information communication
terminal is functioning as the PAP, the other information
communication terminals which are not selected do not
function as the PAP. While the selected information com-
munication terminal is functioning as the PAP, each of the
unselected information communication terminals connected
to the wired network measures the intensity of the carrier
wave added with the terminal identification information
broadcasted from the PAP-functioning information commu-
nication terminal and transmits the measured intensity to the
management server together with the terminal identification
information of the PAP-functioning information communi-
cation terminal. At this time, the information communication
terminal also transmits the terminal identification informa-
tion of the information communication terminal itself added
to the measured intensity.

Based on the intensity received from the information
communication terminal, the management server calculates
a distance between the PAP-functioning information com-
munication terminal identified from the terminal identifica-
tion information and the information communication termi-
nal also identified by the terminal identification information.
The distance is calculated by using a chart showing a
relationship between the intensity and the distance, equa-
tions, a correspondence table, and the like which are pro-
vided in advance. The management server stores the calcu-
lated distance as first distance information in association
with the corresponding terminal identification information
of'the information communication terminal and manages the
distance. The management server holds a map showing an
arrangement of the wired network connection ports as map
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data, and identifies which wired network connection port the
information communication terminal is connected to on the
map generated by the map data by using the first distance
information.

Specifically, the management server generates a relative
positional relationship chart showing a two-dimensional
relative positional relationship among the information com-
munication terminals by using the first distance information,
maps the generated relative positional relationship chart on
the map, and identifies a location of each of the information
communication terminals, on the basis of a location of a
corresponding one of the wired network connection ports.

If one floor is divided into two or more areas and multiple
information communication terminals are arranged in each
area, it is preferable that the management server generate the
relative positional relationship chart for each area, combine
at least two relative positional relationship charts of adjacent
areas together, and identify the locations of the information
communication terminals by using the combined relative
positional relationship chart. This is performed for easy
mapping.

While the management server is identifying the locations
of the information communication terminals connected to
the wired network each of information communication ter-
minals connected to the wireless network can also measure
the intensity of the carrier wave broadcasted from the
PAP-functioning information communication terminal and
added with terminal identification information of the PAP-
functioning information communication terminal and trans-
mit the measured intensity to the management server
together with the terminal identification information of the
PAP-functioning information communication terminal. At
this time, the information communication terminal also
transmits terminal identification information of the informa-
tion communication terminal itself added to the measured
intensity to the management server. Note that the processing
can also be performed in the following manner. Specifically,
after identifying the locations of the information communi-
cation terminals connected to the wired network, the man-
agement server again causes one of the information com-
munication terminals connected to the information
communication terminals connected to the wired network to
function as the PAP in turn. Then, the information commu-
nication terminal connected to the wireless network mea-
sures the intensity and transmits the measurement result to
the management server.

The management server receives the intensity also from
the information communication terminal connected to the
wireless network, together with the terminal identification
information of the information communication terminal and
the PAP-functioning information communication terminal,
the intensity being obtained by measuring the carrier wave
broadcasted by the PAP-functioning information communi-
cation terminal. Then, the management server calculates a
distance between the information communication terminals
based on the intensity. Thereafter, the management server
stores and manages the calculated distance as second dis-
tance information in association with the terminal identifi-
cation information of the information communication ter-
minals.

For each of the information communication terminals
connected to the wireless network, the management server
selects at least three pieces of terminal identification infor-
mation of information communication terminals connected
to the wired network which are stored in association with
terminal identification information of each information com-
munication terminal connected to the wireless network, by
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using the second distance information, acquires distances
respectively associated with the at least three selected pieces
of terminal identification information, and draws circles on
the map on which the relative positional relationship chart is
mapped, the circles having the centers of the information
communication terminals identified by the at least three
selected pieces of terminal identification information and
having radii of the acquired distances. Thereby, the man-
agement server estimates that an intersection of the at least
three circles thus drawn is a location of the information
communication terminal connected to the wireless network.
Then, the management server registers the estimated loca-
tion in the terminal database together with the terminal
identification information of the information communication
terminal.

The location estimation method implemented by the loca-
tion estimation system includes processing steps performed
by each information communication terminal described
above and processing steps performed by the management
server.

The present invention will be described below by using
specific embodiments shown with reference to the drawings,
but is not limited to the embodiment to be described later. A
business builds up a small-scale network in areas on floors
of a building by using a LAN; a middle-scale network in the
building by connecting the small-scale networks by using
communication equipment (routers) mutually connecting
the small-scale networks; and a corporate network environ-
ment by connecting to networks built up by distant factories,
branch offices, affiliated companies, and the like through the
Internet, a Wide Area Ethernet, a wide area network (WAN),
and the like.

A location estimation system is applicable to such a
corporate network environment, for example. Even in an
indoor environment in which a GPS radio wave is not
receivable, the location estimation system is also capable of
easily estimating in which area, on which floor, and in which
building an information communication terminal connected
to a wireless LAN exists, without requiring addition special
hardware, prior registration or management of location
information of an access pint. Information communication
terminals are devices used for this location estimation sys-
tem and each serve as agent means by installing and execut-
ing an agent program on a computer. The information
communication terminal is used for estimating locations of
the information communication terminal itself and other
information communication terminals all of which are con-
nected to the wireless LAN.

Firstly, the location estimation system is described by
referring to FIG. 4, FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a configu-
ration of the location estimation system of this embodiment.
The location estimation system includes a management
server 11 connected to a wired LAN 10, a management
server an access point 12, an information communication
terminal 13, and information communication terminals 14
and 15 connected to a wireless LAN through the access point
12. The management server 11, the access point 12, and the
information communication terminal 13 may thrill wired
networks by being mutually connected using network
cables.

A dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP) server 16
is connected to the wired LAN 10, the wired LAN 10 being
intended to build up a DHCP network environment in which
an [P address as a network address is automatically assigned
to devices connected to the wired LAN 10. In this network
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configuration, it is possible to provide the function of the
DHCP server 16 to the management server 11 and thus to
omit the DHCP server 16.

FIG. 4 shows the only one wired network which is the
wired LAN 10, but the network configuration may be
employed as described above in which the multiple wired
LANs are mutually connected by a router or via a wide area
network such as the Internet.

Even if the multiple wired LANs are mutually connected
by the router, the management server 11 is connected to one
of the wired LANs. The management server 11 manages a
terminal database for storing location information of the
information communication terminal 13 connected to the
wired LAN and the information communication terminals
14 and 15 connected to the wireless LAN; a range informa-
tion database for storing information on an IP address range
assigned by the DHCP server 16; and a PAP database for
storing location information of the information communi-
cation terminal 13 in a case where the information commu-
nication terminal 13 is set in a PAP mode.

The management server 11 includes a storage device
storing therein applications and data which are for register-
ing the location information and the like in the databases,
updating the databases, and executing processing by refer-
ring to the databases; a processor loading the applications
and data from the storage device and executing the process-
ing; and a communication interface for connecting to the
wired. LAN 10.

The management server 11 stores an operating system
(OS) appropriate for the storage device and performs the
processing by executing the applications under the control of
the OS. As the OS, Windows (registered trademark), LINUX
(registered trademark), Mac OS (registered trademark), and
the like may be used.

The terminal database managed by the management
server 11 stores location information of the information
communication terminals 13, 14 and 15 by using a table
shown in FIG. 5. The table includes a terminal name field for
inputting a terminal name and a media access control
(MAC) address as terminal identification information for
identifying a terminal; a building field for inputting infor-
mation for identifying a building; a floor field for inputting,
a floor as information for identifying the floor of the build-
ing; and an area field for inputting an area as information for
identifying the area on the floor, FIG. 5 shows that location
information of the information communication terminal 13
is acquired, and the fields have inputted information of a
terminal name “Mobile terminal 1,” a MAC address “00-
1F-BB-56-78” of the terminal, a building name “Tokyo” as
location information, a floor “16F,” and an area “East,”
respectively.

The range information database stores Internet protocol
(IP) address ranges in a table shown in FIG. 6, the IP address
ranges being assigned by the DHCP server 16 to respective
areas. The table includes a building field, a floor field, an
area field, and an IP address range field associated with each
other. The IP address ranges are predetermined and assigned
to the respective areas by the DHCP server 16. FIG. 6 shows
that information communication terminals existing in a
western area of the 15th floor in the Tokyo building are
assigned IP addresses “192.168.1.0 to 192.168.1.24,” and
information communication terminals existing in an eastern
area of the 16th floor in the Tokyo building are assigned IP
addresses “192.168.2.0 to 192.168.2.24.”

The PAP database stores location information of infor-
mation communication terminals set as PAPs in a table show
in FIG. 7. The table includes a terminal name field, a
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building field, a floor field, and an area field, FIG. 7 shows
that one of the information communication terminals having
a terminal name of “Device A” and a MAC address of
“00-1F-AA-12-34" is set as a PAP, and exists in an eastern
area on the second floor of an Osaka building.

Since the management server 11 requires prior registra-
tion of the IP address range information to be stored in the
range information database, a person in charge of managing
the location estimation system needs to input the informa-
tion. For this reason, the management server 11 may further
include an input device such as a keyboard and a display
device such as a display for displaying and checking input-
ted information.

The access point 12 is connected to the wired LAN 10 and
mutually connects the information communication terminals
14 and 15 which are connected to the wireless LAN. The
access point 12 is used when the information communica-
tion terminals 14 and 15 communicate with the information
communication terminal 13 and the management server 11
which are connected to the wired LAN. The access point 12
may have the router function incorporated therein to mutu-
ally connect the wired LANs built up in the areas.

The information communication terminals 13, 14 and 15
each include a wireless LAN adapter and have two modes of
an infrastructure mode and an ad-hoc mode as communica-
tion modes to connect the wireless LAN. The infrastructure
mode is a mode in which information communication ter-
minals communicate with each other via the access point 12,
while the ad-hoc mode is a mode in which the information
communication terminals communicate with each other
directly.

The access point 12 includes a receiver configured to
receive a signal transmitted from any of the information
communication terminals 14 and 15 through the wireless
LAN connection; a transmitter configured to transmit a
signal to any of the information communication terminals 14
and 15 through the wireless LAN connection; and a com-
munication interface configured to connect to the wired
LAN 10. The transmitter includes a modulation circuit
configured to change the amplitude, the frequency, and the
phase of a carrier wave to add information to the carrier
wave. The receiver includes a demodulation circuit config-
ured to extract information from the received carrier wave.

Like the management server 11, the information commu-
nication terminals 13, 14 and 15 each include a storage
device, a processor, a communication interface, an input
device, and a display device. In addition, the information
communication terminals 13, 14 and 15 each include a
transceiver for achieving the wireless LAN connection with
the access point 12 and a different one of the information
communication terminals 13, 14 and 15. The storage device
stores therein various applications including the wireless
LAN adapter, data, and the aforementioned agent program.
The processor loads the applications, data, and the agent
program from the storage device and executes processing
thereof. The storage device also stores an appropriate OS,
and the processor executes the processing under control of
the OS. As the information communication terminals 13, 14
and 15, a mobile phone, a smartphonce, a PDA, a notebook
PC, a tablet PC, or the like can be used.

The agent program can be stored in a computer-readable
recording medium such as a flexible disk, a compact disk
read-only memory (CD-ROM), a digital video disk (DVD),
and a secure digital (SD) card, and thus to be provided. The
agent program can be read from the recording medium to be
installed on each information communication terminal. The
agent program can also be implemented on an application
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server connected to a wired LAN, the Internet, or the like or
the management server 11, be read therefrom, and then
installed on the information communication terminal.

The information communication terminals 13, 14 and 15
are connected to the wireless LAN through the access point
12 or another information communication terminal and thus
can exchange information with each other, A radio wave in
a 2.5 GHz band can be used for the communication between
the information communication terminals. When the infor-
mation communication terminals are in a short distance from
several meters to tens of meters, Bluetooth (registered
trademark) can be used for the communication therebe-
tween. In addition, infrared communication and optical
communication can be performed.

In the wireless LAN, a service set ID (SSID) and an
extended SSID (ESSID) are used as identification informa-
tion for terminal grouping in wireless LAN connection and
in authentication. Thus, the access point 12 and the infor-
mation communication terminals 13, 14 and 15 have SSIDs
set therefor, but are each configured to be connected to the
wireless LAN only when there is a match in the SSID or the
like.

The wireless LAN performs communications using radio
waves, and thus has a high risk that a third party intercepts
the radio waves. For this reason, the communications can
use a security guide such as a password called a network key,
and encryptions based on wired equivalent privacy (WEP),
Wi-Fi protected access (WPA), WPA2, IEEE802.111, and the
like.

The DHCP server 16 includes a storage device, a proces-
sor, and a communication interface, like the management
server 11. The DHCP server 16 further includes an input
device and a display device as needed. The DHCP server 16
assigns an IP address to the information communication
terminal 13 connected to the wired LAN 10 on the basis of
the IP address ranges of the areas set in the range informa-
tion database. In the aforementioned network environment
in which the wired LANs are mutually connected by the
router, the router can have the function of the DHCP server
to assign a predetermined range of IP addresses to each area.

When being connected to the wired LAN 10 by using a
LAN cable, the information communication terminal 13
sends the wired LAN 10 a user datagram protocol (UDP)
packet for broadcasting which includes a destination IP
address of, for example, 255.255.255.255. The UDP packet
includes a MAC address of a transmission source. The
DHCP server 16 receives the UDP packet, refers to a
management table storing leased IP addresses and MAC
addresses of leased terminals in association with one
another, selects an unleased IP address one by one, updates
the management table, and transmits the selected IP address
to the information communication terminal 13 based on the
MAC address to cause the information communication
terminal 13 to set the IP address set for itself. The DHCP
server 16 assigns the IP address to the information commu-
nication terminal 13 in this manner.

Next, by referring to FIG. 8, a description is given of a
detailed configuration of the management server 11 included
in the location estimation system shown in FIG. 4 and
processing performed by the management server 11. FIG. 8
is a functional block diagram of the management server 11.
The management server 11 manages the databases as shown
in FIGS. 5 to 7. The databases may be provided externally
in separation from the management server 11 or may be
incorporated into the management server 11. In the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 8, the databases are incorporated into
the management server 11.
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In this embodiment, the management server 11 includes a
terminal database 20, a range information database 21, and
a PAP database 22. The management server 11 further
includes a receiver 23, a transmitter 24, a location estimating
unit 25, and an instruction issuing unit 26. As described by
referring to FIGS. 5 to 7, the terminal database 20 stores
terminal identification information and location information
of an information communication terminal in association
with each other. The range information database 21 stores
location information of a general place and a range of
network addresses thereof in association with each other.
The PAP database 22 stores therein terminal identification
information and location information of a PAP-functioning
information communication terminal in association with
each other. Note that a hard disk drive (FIDD) or the like
which is a storage device included in the management server
11 can be used for the databases.

The receiver 23 and the transmitter 24 are implemented
by the communication interface. The receiver 23 receives
information transmitted from the information communica-
tion terminals 13, 14 and 15. The transmitter 24 transmits an
instruction issued by the instruction issuing unit 26 to, for
example, the information communication terminal 13 con-
nected to the wired LAN. Communication with the infor-
mation communication terminal 13 is performed by using an
appropriate protocol such as transport control protocol/
Internet protocol (TCP/IP) as well as a terminal name, a
MAC address, and an IP address which are terminal iden-
tification information of the information communication
terminal 13. When the management server 11 communicates
with the information communication terminal 13 via the
router, the router performs routing for a packet from the
management server 11 by using route information held in the
router itself and sends the packet to the target information
communication terminal 13.

Upon receipt of the terminal identification information
from the information communication terminal 13 connected
to the wired LAN, the receiver 23 sends the terminal
identification information to the location estimating unit 25.
Upon receipt of the terminal identification information, the
location estimating unit 25 refers to the range information
database 21 to generate location information of the infor-
mation communication terminal 13. Since the terminal iden-
tification information includes an IP address, the location
estimating unit 25 refers to the IP address ranges in the range
information database 21, checks which range includes the IP
address, acquires location information (of a building, a floor,
and an area) corresponding to the range, and generates
location information of the information communication ter-
minal 13 in accordance with the acquired location informa-
tion. The location estimating unit 25 and updates the termi-
nal database 20 by registering the generated location
information in the terminal database 20 in association with
the terminal identification information of the information
communication terminal 13. Examples of the terminal iden-
tification information to be associated with the generated
location information are a terminal name and a MAC
address as shown in FIG. 5.

In accordance with a certain rule, the instruction issuing
unit 26 selects one of the information communication ter-
minals connected to the wired LAN 10 to cause the infor-
mation communication terminal to function as a PAP, and
issues a mode change instruction to the selected information
communication terminal, the mode change instruction being
for switching to the communication mode of performing the
wireless communication directly with a different one of the
information communication terminals, that is, the ad-hoc
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mode. Although there is only one terminal connected to the
wired LAN 10 which is the information communication
terminal 13 in FIG. 4, there are many terminals actually. The
instruction issuing unit 26 selects an appropriate terminal
from among the many information communication termi-
nals.

In an example, a method as shown in FIG. 9 can be
employed in which the information communication terminal
is identified based on a distance in accordance with a radio
wave intensity provided to avoid interference between radio
waves in a wireless LAN. Specifically, reachable ranges of
radio waves from information communication terminals are
measured in advance. Circles representing the respective
ranges are drawn on an area map so that the circles can be
placed all over the area and that overlapping portions of the
circles can be minimized, and thereby the centers of the
circles are identified. For example, port numbers of wired
LAN ports located in the identified centers are registered in
advance, and thus one of information communication ter-
minals connected to the ports of the numbers can be iden-
tified as an information communication terminal to be
selected. In an example, the wired LAN ports can be
managed by a management device configured to manage the
ports, by associating each port number with terminal iden-
tification information such as a MAC address of a corre-
sponding one of the information communication terminals
connected to the port. Thus, by acquiring a correspondence
table of the association from the management device, the
management server 11 can identify an information commu-
nication terminal located in the circle and can perform
communication by using the terminal identification infor-
mation.

Note that FIG. 9 shows PAP-functioning information
communication terminals 40 transmitting radio waves in the
respective circles. FIG. 9 also shows some information
communication terminals which are connected to the wire-
less LAN. Selecting the PAP-functioning information com-
munication terminals in this manner causes each of the
information communication terminals connected to the
wireless LAN in any location to receive a radio wave
transmitted from a corresponding one of the PAP-function-
ing information communication terminals 40 and to transmit
a measurement result to the management server 11. Thereby,
the location of the information communication terminal can
be estimated.

However, if no information communication terminal is
connected to a LAN port, a range of the port is considered
to include no PAP, and thus a location of an information
communication terminal cannot be estimated. Thus, it is also
possible to register wired LAN port numbers in order from
the port closest to the center of a corresponding circle and
then to select one of the information communication termi-
nals which is connected to a wired LAN port having the
highest priority number.

In another example, since several neighboring users often
connect to the wired LAN at the same time, a method by
which one of four terminals connected to the wired LAN is
selected may be employed from a rule of thumb. This is
because three of the information communication terminals
connected at the same time exist closest to a different
information communication terminal selected as the PAP,
and locations of the three information communication ter-
minals can be easily estimated from location information of
the PAP. This example uses four information communication
terminals, but the number of information communication
terminals is not limited thereto. A method may be employed
by which an information communication terminal is selected
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from among two, three, five, or more information commu-
nication terminals connected at the same time.

Meanwhile, in a case where an open office area with no
wired LAN port exists as shown in FIG. 10, it is general that
the open office area has information communication termi-
nals which are connected to a wireless LAN. Thus, a method
can also be employed by which several information com-
munication terminals connected to LAN ports close to the
open office area are selected, FIG. 10 shows that information
communication terminals connected to the wireless LAN are
arranged in the open office area, while information commu-
nication terminals connected to the wired LAN are arranged
in the other area. FIG. 10 also shows that PAP-functioning
information communication terminals 40 transmitting radio
waves near the open office area.

These methods are taken as examples of a method for
selecting some of information communication terminals
connected to a wired LAN for setting them as PAPs. As long
as appropriate information communication terminals can be
selected, the method is not limited to the exemplary meth-
ods.

In accordance with a certain one of the aforementioned
rules, the instruction issuing unit 26 can select the informa-
tion communication terminal at regular time intervals of, for
example, 5 minutes or upon restoration from a suspend.

An instruction issued by the instruction issuing unit 26
after selecting the information communication terminal 13 is
a mode change instruction, which is for changing the infra-
structure mode set as the communication mode of the
information communication terminal 13 to the ad-hoc mode
to cause the information communication terminal 13 to
function as the PAP. Even if the information communication
terminal 13 is set in the ad-hoc mode and has been func-
tioning as the PAP, the instruction issuing unit 26 can issue
the mode change instruction. In this case, the information
communication terminal 13 having received the instruction
does not change the mode, because the information com-
munication terminal 13 is already in the ad-hoc mode.

In addition to the mode change instruction to switch to the
ad-hoc mode, the instruction issuing unit 26 can issue a
mode change instruction to change the ad-hoc mode set as
the communication mode of the information communication
terminal 13 to the infrastructure mode and thereby to cause
the information communication terminal 13 to function as a
non-PAP. Thus, the instruction issuing unit 26 can switch the
function of the information communication terminal 13
between the PAP and the non-PAP at regular time intervals.

The instruction issuing unit 26 transmits the issued mode
change instruction to the transmitter 24, and the transmitter
24 sends the mode change instruction by using an appro-
priate protocol such as TCP/IP as well as the terminal name,
the MAC address, and the IP address which are terminal
identification information of the information communication
terminal 13.

When the information communication terminal 13
changes the communication mode after receiving the mode
change instruction and then functions as the PAP, the
receiver 23 receives radio wave intensity measurement
results from the information communication terminals 14
and 15 connected to the wireless LAN, the measurement
results being transmitted together with PAP identification
information for identifying the PAP. At this time, the
receiver 23 also receives terminal identification information
of the information communication terminals 14 and 15
having transmitted the results. The receiver 23 transmits the
measurement results and the like to the location estimating
unit 25. The location estimating unit 25 refers to the PAP



US 9,462,417 B2

19

database 22 based on the measurement results and the PAP
identification information and estimates locations of the
information communication terminals 14 and 15 connected
to the wireless LAN.

Since it is general that multiple PAP-functioning infor-
mation communication terminals are selected, the location
estimating unit 25 refers to the PAP database 22 based on
terminal identification information of one of the PAP-func-
tioning information communication terminals which corre-
sponds to the highest one of measured radio wave intensi-
ties, and acquires location information associated with the
terminal identification information. Then, the location esti-
mating unit 25 sets the acquired location information as
location information of the information communication ter-
minals 14 and 15 connected to the wireless LAN and updates
the terminal database 20 by registering the location infor-
mation in the terminal database 20 in association with the
terminal identification information.

The location estimating unit 25 and the instruction issuing
unit 26 are implemented by reading and executing, by the
processor, the programs stored in the storage device
included in the management server 1.

Next, a detailed configuration and processing performed
by each of the information communication terminals 13, 14
and 15 included in the location estimation system shown in
FIG. 4 will be described in detail by referring to FIG. 11.
FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram of the information
communication terminal. The agent program is installed, on
the information communication terminal so as to achieve
location estimation processing. The agent program is stored
in the storage device included in the information commu-
nication terminal. When the processor loads and executes
the agent program, the information communication terminal
thereby functions as the agent means. FIG. 1 shows that the
information communication terminal having the agent pro-
gram installed thereon and functioning as the agent means is
the information communication terminal 13. The informa-
tion communication terminals 14 and 15 shown in FIG. 1
each have the agent program installed thereon, too, and
function as the agent means, but a description thereof is
herein omitted.

The information communication terminal 13 as the agent
means includes a connection judging unit 30, a terminal
information sending unit 31, a communication mode chang-
ing unit 32, a radio wave broadcasting unit 33 serving as a
carrier wave broadcasting unit, a radio wave intensity mea-
suring unit 34 serving as an intensity measuring unit, and a
measurement result transmitting unit 35. The agent means
may include as needed a PAP mode judging unit configured
to judge whether or not the information communication
terminal is set in the PAP mode, although the PAP mode
judging unit is not illustrated in FIG. 11.

The information communication terminal 13 is provided
with a wireless LAN adapter. The information communica-
tion terminal 13 enables or disables wireless LAN connec-
tion turning on or off the wireless LAN adapter. The con-
nection judging unit 30 checks a network connection state of
the information communication terminal 13 and judges
whether or not the network connection state is the wired
LAN connection. The network connection state can be
judged by checking a connection mode, because the network
connection state is set in a wired LAN connection mode
during a time period from detection of connection of a LAN
cable to a wired LAN port to detection of disconnection of
the LAN cable. When the wireless LAN adapter is ON after
the connection judging unit 30 judges the network connec-
tion state is the wired LAN connection mode, the connection
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judging unit 30 turns off the wireless LAN adapter to disable
the wireless LAN connection.

Upon connection to the wired LAN 10 by connecting the
LAN cable to the information communication terminal 13,
the information communication terminal 13 sends the UDP
packet to the DHCP server 16 so as to be assigned an IP
address. The DHCP server 16 selects an unleased IP address
by referring to the management table and assigns the IP
address to the information communication terminal 13. The
DHCP server 16 assigns “192.168.2.11” in this embodiment.

The information communication terminal 13 sets the IP
address received from the DHCP server 16 for itself. The
terminal information sending unit 31 of the agent means
sends terminal identification information including the ter-
minal name, the IP address, and the MAC address to the
management server 11 through the wired LAN 10. The
terminal information sending unit 31 uses the appropriate
protocol such as TCP/IP to send the terminal identification
information to the management server 11. The terminal
name is “Mobile terminal 1,” and the MAC address is
“00-1F-BB-56-78” in this embodiment.

As described above, upon receipt of the terminal identi-
fication information, the management server 11 extracts the
IP address from the terminal identification information,
refers to the range information database 21 shown in FIG. 6,
and thereby identifies that the location of the information
communication terminal 13 is an eastern area on the 16th
floor of the Tokyo building. The management server 11
inputs the information in the fields so as to register and
manage the identified location as the location information.
As the result, as shown in FIG. 5, “Mobile terminal 1” and
“00-1F-BB-56-78" are inputted in the terminal name field;
“Tokyo,” in the building field; “16F,” in the floor field; and
“East,” in the area field.

When selecting the PAP-functioning information commu-
nication terminal, the management server 11 inputs and
registers terminal identification information and location
information thereof in the PAP database 22 shown in FIG. 7.
The PAP database 22 is updated in the next selection in such
a manner that terminal identification information of infor-
mation communication terminals which are not selected are
deleted and terminal identification information of selected
information communication terminals are overwritten.

Upon receipt of the mode change instruction issued by the
management server the communication mode changing unit
32 sets an ESSID for connecting to the access point 12 in the
wireless LAN connection as a particular ESSD from which
assignment of the ESSID by the agent means can be judged,
the ESSM being set in the wireless LAN adapter of the
information communication terminal 13. The communica-
tion mode changing unit 32 then changes the infrastructure
mode to the ad-hoc triode. This makes the other information
communication terminals connected to the wireless LAN
believe the information communication terminal 13 operat-
ing as a PAP.

When the information communication terminal 13
changes its function as the PAP, the radio wave broadcasting
unit 33 broadcasts a radio wave to the other information
communication terminals at regular time intervals, the radio
wave being added with the terminal identification informa-
tion such as the particular ESSID thus set and the MAC
address of the information communication terminal 13.

If any of the other information communication terminals
functions as the PAP, an ESSID different from that of the
information communication terminal 13 is set as the par-
ticular ESSID, and a radio wave is sent at different timing.
For this reason, the information communication terminals 14
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and 15 to receive the radio wave from the information
communication terminal 13 can synchronize radio wave
reception and transmission timing.

Meanwhile, if the connection judging unit 30 of the
information communication terminal 13 judges that the
network connection state of the information communication
terminal 13 is not the wired LAN connection, the wireless
LAN adapter is kept ON, and the radio wave intensity
measuring unit 34 measures the intensity of the radio wave
broadcasted by a radio wave broadcasting unit of a different
one of the information communication terminals which
functions as the PAP.

The information communication terminal 13 is provided
with a program for measuring a radio wave intensity, and
executes the program to cause the program to operate as the
radio wave intensity measuring unit 34. The radio wave
intensity measuring unit 34 can measure the intensity of a
detectable radio wave transmitted from any information
communication terminal having the ESSID from which the
information communication terminal can be judged as a
PAP. In an example, the radio wave intensity measuring unit
34 can provide a threshold for a radio wave and thereby
measure only a radio wave having an intensity higher than
the threshold.

In this embodiment, the radio wave broadcasting unit 33
and the radio wave intensity measuring unit 34 are config-
ured to broadcast radio waves and measure the radio wave
intensities, respectively. However, the configuration is not
limited thereto. An electromagnetic wave such as infrared
light, visible light, and ultraviolet right, an ultrasonic wave,
or the like can be used as a carrier wave to measure the
intensity by broadcasting the carrier wave added with an
ESSID and terminal identification information. The ultra-
sonic wave can be broadcasted by using a microphone or a
speaker.

The radio wave intensity measured by the radio wave
intensity measuring unit 34 is received by the measurement
result transmitting unit 35 together with terminal identifica-
tion information of an information communication terminal
broadcasting the radio wave and terminal identification
information of the information communication terminal 13
measuring the intensity of the radio wave, and then is
transmitted to the management server 11 via the access point
12 and the wired LAN 10.

In a case where the information communication terminal
13 functions as the PAP, the information communication
terminal 13 broadcasts the radio wave to the information
communication terminal 14 connected to the wireless LAN.
The information communication terminal 14 measures the
intensity of the radio wave and sends the management server
11 a measurement result as shown in FIG. 12 together with
its own terminal identification information. FIG. 12 shows a
table of information that measured intensities of radio waves
transmitted by the information communication terminal 13
set as the PAP and another information communication
terminal are 90% and 70%, respectively, the information
communication terminal 13 having the MAC address of
“00-1F-BB-56-78,” the other information communication
terminal having a MAC address of “00-2A-CC-11-22.”

Meanwhile, the intensity of the radio wave transmitted
from the wireless LAN adapter of the PAP-functioning
information communication terminal 13 set in the PAP mode
is lower than the intensity of a radio wave transmitted from
the access point 12. For this reason and because the radio
wave passes through a concrete wall from a higher or lower
floor, the radio wave from the information communication
terminal 13 is lamely attenuated to have extremely low
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intensity. However, information communication located on
the higher or lower floor are also included in a range of areas
for measuring the radio wave intensity. To remove radio
waves from the information communication terminals, a
threshold is provided. It is possible to remove a radio wave
having an intensity lower than the threshold and to measure
a radio wave intensity only equal to or higher than the
threshold Since the information communication terminal 13
broadcasting a radio wave having the highest intensity in the
measured intensities exists closest to the information com-
munication terminal 14 transmitting the measurement result,
an approximate location of the information communication
terminal 14 can be estimated based on the location of the
information communication terminal 13.

From the above, the management server 11 receives the
measurement result from the information communication
terminal 14 and identifies a MAC address corresponding to
the hiczhest radio wave intensity from the received mea-
surement results. In the measurement results shown in FIG.
12, the radio wave intensity showing 90% is the highest. The
management server 11 refers to the MAC address corre-
sponding to the intensity and thereby identifies “0-1F-BB-
56-78.” Then, the management server 11 refers to the PAP
database 22 to acquire the terminal name and the location
information of the information communication terminal 13
having the MAC address. For example, if the information
communication terminal 13 having the MAC address “0-1F-
BB-56-78” has the name “Mobile terminal 1 and located in
the eastern area on the 16th floor of the Tokyo building, the
management server 11 acquires information of “Mobile
terminal 1,” “Tokyo,” “16F,” and “East.” The management
server 11 calls the terminal database 20, inputs the acquired
information in the fields, and updates the terminal database
20 by registering the information in the terminal database 20
as terminal identification information of the information
communication terminal 13.

When attending a meeting or the like users of the infor-
mation communication terminals 13, 14 and 15 move in the
building with the information communication terminals 13,
14 and 15 carried with them. At this time, the LAN cable of
the information communication terminal 13 is disconnected
therefrom, and the information communication terminal 13
enters the wireless LAN connection mode and is located in
a different place. The information communication terminals
13, 14 and 15 are also located in different places.

Nevertheless, the location estimation system performs
location estimation processing at regular time intervals, and
thus can manage latest information by updating the terminal
database 20 and the PAP database 22 at the regular time
intervals. Note that any time interval can be set for the
processing.

Even if the location estimation system is located inside a
building where a radio wave from a GPS satellite is not
receivable, the location estimation system can estimate the
location of an information communication terminal con-
nected to a wireless LAN and apply the location to various
services using location information thereof. In addition, at
an occasion of finding someone, the location of an infor-
mation communication terminal carried with the person is
estimated, and thereby the location of the person at the time
can be identified.

Recently, power saving has been encouraged due to a
problem of global warming, and thus has been promoted by
businesses and the like. By estimating the location of an
information communication terminal in such a manner, a
place where nobody is present is found, and the light is
turned off in the place, for example. This can enhance the
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power saving effect. In addition, in the place where nobody
is present air conditioning power is reduced, and the number
of fluorescent lamps to turn on is reduced. These can
enhance the power saving effect.

The processing of estimating the location of an informa-
tion communication terminal connected to the wireless LAN
and set in the wireless LAN connection mode has been
described by referring to the system configuration shown in
FIG. 4, the databases shown in FIGS. 5 to 7, and the
information shown in FIG. 12. In performing the processing,
as described above, each of the information communication
terminals 13, 14 and 15 has the agent program installed
thereon, and functions as the agent means by executing the
agent program. The agent means executes processing of
sending terminal identification information to the manage-
ment server 11, receiving a communication mode change
instruction, changing the communication mode, measuring a
radio wave intensity, and sending a measurement result to
the management server 11. Hence, the processing performed
by the agent means will be described in detail by referring
to FIGS. 13 to 16.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing main processing per-
formed by the agent means. The agent means starts the
processing from Step 1300 and functions as the agent means
in Step 1310. For example, the agent means checks a
network communication mode of the information commu-
nication terminal 13. The network connection mode is either
the wired LAN connection mode in which the information
communication terminal 13 is connected to the wired LAN
or the wireless LAN connection mode in which the infor-
mation communication terminal 13 is connected to the
wireless LAN. The modes can be checked based on the LAN
connection mode set in the information communication
terminal 13.

In Step 1320, it is judged whether or not the information
communication terminal 13 is connected to the wired LAN
by checking the LAN connection mode set therein. If the
information communication terminal 13 is judged not to be
connected to the wired LAN, the processing proceeds to
Step 1330. If the information communication terminal 13 is
judged to be connected to the wired LAN, the processing
proceeds to Step 1340. In Step 1330, the information com-
munication terminal 13 performs processing of measuring
an intensity of a radio wave from a neighboring PAP and
sending a measurement result to the management server 11,
because the information communication terminal 13 is con-
nected to the wireless LAN. The processing will be
described later. Then, the processing returns to Step 1310.

This means that if the wireless LAN connection is con-
tinued, processing in Steps 1310, 1320, 1330 is repeated.

In Step 1340, it is judged whether or not the information
communication terminal 13 is set in the PAP mode. If it is
judged that the information communication terminal 13 is
not set in the PAP mode, the processing proceeds to Step
1350. The information communication terminal 13 receives
a mode change instruction from the management server 11
to execute processing of changing to the PAP mode, and then
the processing returns to Step 1310. Accordingly, in Step
1310, it is checked that the information communication
terminal 13 is in the wired LAN connection mode. In Step
1320, it is judged that the information communication
terminal 13 is connected to the wired LAN. In Step 1340, it
is judged that the information communication terminal 13 is
set in the PAP mode. This means that the agent means then
proceeds to Step 1360.

If it is judged that the information communication termi-
nal 13 is set in the PAP mode in Step 1340, the agent means
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also proceeds to Step 1360. The information communication
terminal 13 broadcasts a radio wave to the information
communication terminals 14 and 15 set in the wireless LAN
connection mode, and causes each of the information com-
munication terminals 14 and 15 to execute processing of
measuring an intensity of the radio wave and sends a
measurement result to the management server 11. Then, the
processing returns to Step 1310. While the information
communication terminal 13 is set in the PAP mode, the
processing in Steps 1310, 1320, 1340, and 1360 is repeated.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating the details of the
processing performed in Step 1330. When the processing
proceeds to Step 1330, processing to be executed by the
information communication terminal 13 in the wireless LAN
connection mode is started from Step 1400. In Step 1410,
upon receipt of a radio wave broadcasted by a PAP-func-
tioning information communication terminal neighboring
the information communication 13, the radio wave intensity
measuring unit 34 of the information communication termi-
nal 13 measures the intensity of the radio wave. The radio
wave intensity is attenuated nearly in inverse proportion to
a distance as shown in FIG. 2. Thus, a radio wave from a
PAP in a short distance has a high intensity, and a radio wave
from a PAP in a longer distance has a lower intensity.

As described above, a received radio wave is not limited
to a radio wave from a PAP on the same floor, but includes
radio waves from PAPs on the higher and lower floors.
However, the radio waves from the higher and lower floors
are largely attenuated after passing through a concrete wall.
Thus, a threshold for a radio wave intensity is provided, and
only radio wave intensities equal to or higher than the
threshold are measured. Thereby, it is possible to cut off such
radio waves from the higher and lower floors and thus to
detect only a radio wave from the PAP on the same floor to
measure the radio wave intensity. In addition, another con-
trol of radio wave detection can be implemented in which a
radio wave broadcasting unit of each of PAP-functioning
information communication terminals controls an intensity
of a broadcasted radio wave, for example, by broadcasting
an extremely low radio wave to prevent detection of a radio
wave from a PAP in a different room shielded by a higher or
lower floor or a wall. Thereby, only a radio wave from a PAP
on the same floor can be detected.

In Step 1420, the measurement result transmitting unit 35
sends the management server 11 a result of measuring the
intensity of the radio wave broadcasted by the PAP-func-
tioning information communication terminal, in association
with terminal identification information of the information
communication terminal broadcasting the radio wave. In an
example, the table as shown in FIG. 12 listing radio wave
intensities in a descending order is employed. The measure-
ment result transmitting unit 35 transmits the measurement
result added with terminal identification information of the
information communication terminal 13 which is a trans-
mission source of the result. Since the information commu-
nication terminal 13 is set to communicate with the man-
agement server 11 in the infrastructure mode via the access
point 12, the measurement result transmitting unit 35 can
transmit the measurement result to the management server
11 via the access point 12. Upon completion of the trans-
mission, in Step 1430 the information communication ter-
minal 13 terminates the processing executed in the wireless
LAN connection mode. Thereafter, the processing returns to
Step 1310 in FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating the details of the
processing performed in Step 1350. When the processing
proceeds to Step 1350, processing to be executed in a case
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where the information communication terminal 13 is in the
wired LAN connection mode and is not set in the PAP mode
is started from Step 1500. In Step 1510, since the wireless
LAN adapter is ON immediately after establishment of
connection to the wired LAN, the information communica-
tion terminal 13 functioning as the agent means turns off the
wireless LAN adapter to stop the wireless LAN connection.

In Step 1520, the terminal information sending unit 31 of
the information communication terminal 13 acquires an IP
address assigned to the information communication terminal
13, the MAC address, and the terminal name from a setting
file or the like held by the information communication
terminal 13, configures the information as terminal identi-
fication information, and transmits the terminal identifica-
tion information to the management server 11. The infor-
mation communication terminal 13 is already connected to
the wired LAN at this time, and thus can transmit the
terminal identification information to the management
server 11 via the wired LAN 10 by using the IP address of
the management server 11.

The information communication terminal 13 connected to
the wired LAN does not execute processing as the agent
means until the information communication terminal 13
receives a mode change instruction to switch to the PAP
mode from the management server 11. Before receiving the
mode change instruction, the information communication
terminal 13 can execute processing other than the processing
as the agent means, such as creating an e-mail or a docu-
ment.

In Step 1530. The information communication terminal
13 receives the mode change instruction to switch to the PAP
mode transmitted by the management server 11. Then, the
processing proceeds to Step 1540 in which the communi-
cation mode changing unit 32 judges whether or not the
communication mode is already set to the PAP mode. If the
mode is set to the PAP mode, the processing proceeds to Step
1560 to terminate the processing. On the other hand, if the
mode is not set to the PAP mode, the processing proceeds to
Step 1550 in which the communication mode changing unit
32 changes the mode to the PAP mode. In Step 1560, the
processing is terminated. Thereafter, the processing returns
to Step 1310 shown in FIG. 13.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating the details of the
processing performed in Step 1360. When the processing
proceeds to Step 1360, processing to be executed in a case
where the information communication terminal 13 is in the
wired LAN connection mode and set in the PAP mode is
started from Step 1600. In Step 1610, since the communi-
cation mode of the wireless LAN adapter is the infrastruc-
ture mode immediately after the setting to the PAP mode in
FIG. 15, the communication mode changing unit 32 changes
the communication mode to the ad-hoc mode. Specifically,
the communication mode changing unit 32 turns on the
ad-hoc mode.

When the communication mode is changed to the ad-hoc
mode, in Step 1620 the radio wave broadcasting unit 33 sets
a particular ESSID from which assignment of the ESSID by
the agent means can be judged, and broadcasts, the example,
a wireless fidelity (Wi-Fi) radio wave. The radio wave can
be broadcasted at regular time intervals.

In the information communication terminal 13 connected
to the wired LAN, the processing by the radio wave broad-
casting unit 33 is continued until the information commu-
nication terminal 13 receives the mode change instruction to
switch to the non-PAP mode from the management server
11. While the processing is continued, the information
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communication terminal 13 can execute processing other
than that the processing as the agent means, such as creating
an e-mail or a document.

In Step 1630, the information communication terminal 13
receives the mode change instruction to switch to the
non-PAP mode transmitted by the management server 11.
Then, the processing proceeds to Step 1640 in which the
communication mode changing unit 32 judges whether or
not the communication mode is already set to the non-PAP
mode. If the mode is set to the non-PAP mode, the process-
ing proceeds to Step 1660 to terminate the processing. On
the other hand, if the mode is not set to the non-PAP mode,
the processing proceeds to Step 1650 in which the commu-
nication mode changing unit 32 changes the mode to the
non-PAP mode. In Step 1660, the processing is terminated.
The mode can be changed to the non-PAP mode by cancel-
ling the setting of the PAP mode, such as setting the PAP
mode to off. Thereafter, the processing returns to Step 1310
shown in FIG. 13.

According to the illustrative embodiments as described,
above, the management server 11 manages the multiple
information communication terminals 13, 14 and 15 and
dynamically sets up a PAP. This enables information acqui-
sition, radio wave interference, and the like according to the
floor layout.

Moreover, since the radio wave broadcasted from an
information communication terminal used as the PAP is not
used for actual communication, the intensity thereof can be
freely set under control of the agent means. Thus, as shown
in FIG. 17, intensities of radio waves broadcasted by PAPs
41, 42, and 43 are daringly made small, and attenuation due
to a wall or a floor 44 is utilized, so that an information
communication terminal 45 connected to a wireless LAN
receives radio waves from the PAPs 41 and 42 located on the
same floor or room. This makes it easier to identify a floor
or aroom where the information communication terminal 45
is present.

When being connected to the wired LAN, each of infor-
mation communication terminals is used with a LAN cable
connected to a wired LAN port. Since the information
communication terminal with the LAN cable is often placed
on the desk, it can be assumed that any PAP is located at a
height h of the desk. Thereby, location information can
easily be identified by using two-dimensional coordinates of
x and y, A conventional method requires measurement of
radio wave intensities from four access points and solving of
simultaneous equations constituted of four equations as
shown in the Formula 1 above. However, the present inven-
tion only requires measurement of intensities from three
access points and solving of simultaneous equations consti-
tuted of three equations to obtain location coordinates,
because the height of the PAP is h which is constant.

Moreover, in the case of the wireless LAN connection, the
present invention makes it possible to perform communica-
tion through an existing wireless LAN network which is set
in the infrastructure mode and which utilizes the access
point 12, and possible to achieve the communication without
any new additional hardware by using existing hardware
such as a wireless LAN adapter included in an information
communication terminal. Further, the location of the infor-
mation communication terminal can be estimated from
location information of a PAP, and thus steps of registering
in advance and managing location information of the access
point 12 are not required.

The processing and the method described above which are
performed by the information communication terminals and
the location estimation system are applicable to a case where
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port numbers of the wired LAN ports which are wired
network connection ports are registered in advance and
appropriately managed so that locations of the ports can be
identified. That is, the appropriate management of the wired
LAN ports makes it possible to select an information com-
munication terminal connected to a particular port and to
make the selected information communication terminal
function as the PAP. If the wired LAN ports are appropri-
ately managed in such a manner in any office, what is
required is only the aforementioned processing and the
method. However, there are in reality many offices without
such appropriate management. Since an information com-
munication terminal connected to a particular port cannot be
selected under such circumstances, radio waves in the same
channel are used in neighboring areas, so that radio wave
interference might occur. Moreover, since PAPs cannot be
set appropriately under such circumstances, radio waves
from all the PAPs do not reach information communication
terminals depending on the locations of the information
communication terminals, so that locations might not be
estimated.

If many of the information communication terminals
connected to the wired LAN are caused to function as PAPs,
the problem that the radio waves do not reach can be solved.
However, the number of usable radio wave channels is
limited. If radio waves in the same or neighboring channels
are used, the aforementioned radio wave interference occurs.
From a viewpoint of office management, what is needed is
not absolute location coordinates but just determination of
locations of the information communication terminals on a
management area basis.

Thus, if the wired LAN ports are not appropriately
managed as described above, the setting of the management
server 11 is changed, and an agent program matching the
setting is installed on each information communication
terminal. Thereby, even though the locations of the wired
LAN ports are not registered in advance, the locations of the
information communication terminals can be identified. The
management server 11 requires the setting change only, and
thus can have a configuration including functional units
similar to those shown in FIG. 8. Moreover, each informa-
tion communication terminal having the agent program
installed thereon can also function as the agent means and
have a configuration including functional units similar to
those shown in FIG. 11.

The management server 11 selects information commu-
nication terminals which are connected to the wired LAN
and registered, one by one, and issues a mode change
instruction to each selected information communication
terminal to make the information communication terminal
function as a PAP. The mode change instruction is an
instruction to switch to the ad-hoc mode and issued by the
instruction issuing unit 26 included in the management
server 11.

Out of the information communication terminals con-
nected to the wired LAN, the information communication
terminals not functioning as PAPs each only transmit an
assigned IP address and terminal identification information
and do not perform any other operation in the embodiment
described above. However, in addition to this in this embodi-
ment, the radio wave intensity measurement unit of each
information communication terminal measures an intensity
of a radio wave broadcasted from one of the information
communication terminals which functions as the PAP.
Although the radio wave intensity measurement unit of
every information communication terminal connected to the
wired LAN attempts to measure the radio wave intensity,
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any one of the information communication terminals which
is located in an area where the radio wave does not reach
cannot measure the radio wave, and thus does not transmit
a measurement result to the management server 11. The
measurement result transmitting unit of each of the infor-
mation communication terminals succeeding in measuring
the radio wave intensity transmits a measurement result, the
management server 11 terminal identification information
added with the radio wave, and terminal identification
information of the information communication terminal
itself having transmitted the measurement result.

Each information communication terminal performs the
same processing as that shown in FIGS. 13, 14, and 16.
However, the information communication terminal executes
the processing different from the processing shown in FIG.
15 in a point that when the information communication
terminal is connected to the wired LAN and does not
function as the PAP, the information communication termi-
nal executes the processing of measuring the radio wave
intensity and sending a result to the management server 11.
The processing flow will be described by referring to a
flowchart shown in FIG. 18. In this embodiment, if the mode
is judged not to be the PAP mode in the flowchart shown in
FIG. 13, processing is started from Step 1800.

In this flow, processing to be executed. When the infor-
mation communication terminal 13, for example, is in the
wired LAN connection mode and is not set in the PAP mode
is started. In Step 1810 as in the processing shown in FIG.
15, the wireless LAN adapter is ON immediately after
establishment of the wired LAN connection, and thus the
information communication terminal 13 functioning as the
agent means turns off the wireless LAN adapter to stop the
wireless LAN connection.

In Step 1820, the terminal information sending unit 31 of
the information communication terminal 13 acquires an IP
address assigned to the information communication terminal
13 by the DHCP server 16 and the MAC address and the
terminal name of the information communication terminal
13 from a setting file or the like held by the information
communication terminal 13, configures the information as
terminal identification information, and transmits the termi-
nal identification information to the management server 11.
The information communication terminal 13 is already
connected to the wired LAN at this time, and thus can
transmit the terminal identification information to the man-
agement server 11 via the wired LAN 10 by using the IP
address of the management server 11.

Processing thereafter is different from the processing
shown in FIG. 15. In Step 1830, it is judged whether or not
the information communication terminal 13 receives a mode
change instruction to switch to the PAP mode. If the infor-
mation communication terminal 13 receives the mode
change instruction to switch to the PAP mode transmitted by
the management server 11, the processing proceeds to Step
1840 in which the communication mode changing unit 32
judges whether or not the mode is already set to the PAP
mode. If the mode is already set to the PAP mode, the
processing proceeds to Step 1900 and then is terminated. On
the other hand, if the mode is not set to the PAP mode, the
processing proceeds to Step 1850 in which the mode is
changed to the PAP mode. In Step 1900, the processing is
terminated. Thereafter, the processing returns to Step 1310
shown in FIG. 13.

On the other hand, if it is judged in Step 1830 that the
information communication terminal 13 does not receive the
mode change instruction, the processing proceeds to Step
1860 in which the wireless LAN adapter is turned on and
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becomes ready for receiving a radio wave. In Step 1870, the
radio wave intensity measuring unit 34 of the information
communication terminal 13 measures an intensity of a radio
wave broadcasted by a different information communication
terminal functioning as the PAP. In Step 1880, the measure-
ment result transmitting unit 35 of the information commu-
nication terminal 13 sends the management server 11 a
measurement result together with terminal identification
information of the information communication terminal
broadcasting the radio wave and terminal identification
information of the information communication terminal 13.
Thereafter, in Step 1890 the wireless LAN adapter is turned
off. The processing returns to Step 1830 to again judge
Whether or not the information communication terminal 13
receives a mode change instruction.

The receiver 23 of the management server 11 receives the
measurement result and the aforementioned two pieces of
terminal identification information from each information
communication terminal having succeeded in the radio wave
intensity measurement, and passes them on to the location
estimating unit 25. Based on the radio wave intensity which
is the measurement result received from the receiver 23, the
location estimating unit 25 calculates a distance between the
information communication terminal functioning as the PAP
identified from the terminal identification information and
broadcasting the radio wave and the information communi-
cation terminal measuring the intensity of the radio wave.
The location estimating unit 25 holds the graph showing the
relationship between a radio wave intensity and a distance as
shown in FIG. 2, the formulas, association information such
as the correspondence table, and calculates the distance by
using the association information.

The location estimating unit 25 stores and manages the
calculated distance as first distance information in the stor-
age device of the management server 11 in association with
the aforementioned two pieces of the terminal identification
information. The first distance information may be stored
and managed in a separately provided database. FIG. 19
illustrates the first distance information. FIG. 19 shows a
correspondence table of the first distance information. The
correspondence table is configured such that terminal iden-
tification information of a PAP-functioning information
communication terminal is inputted in an input field of
“device ID 1,” terminal identification information of an
information communication terminal measuring an intensity
of a radio wave broadcasted from the PAP is inputted in an
input field of “device ID 2,” and a calculated distance
between the two information communication terminals is
inputted in an input field “distance.” In FIG. 19, terminal
identification information of “PC01” is inputted in the input
field of “device ID 1,” terminal identification information of
“PC02” is inputted in the input field of “device ID 2,” and
a distance of “4.5 m” is inputted in the input field of
“distance.”

The location estimating unit 25 selects three or more
mutually neighboring information communication terminals
connected to the wired LAN. Then, by using the first
distance information shown in FIG. 19, the location esti-
mating unit 25 generates a relative positional relationship
chart showing a two-dimensional relative positional rela-
tionship among the information communication terminals
connected to the wired LAN as shown in FIG. 20. The
relative positional relationship chart shown in FIG. 20
represents the two-dimensional relative positional relation-
ship among information communication terminals created
by combining triangles each having three mutually neigh-
boring information communication terminals located at ver-
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tices thereof. How to derive the relative positional relation-
ship chart will be described in detail below by referring to
FIG. 21.

In an example, any three information communication
terminals capable of mutually receiving a radio wave are
selected, and are represented by points of a, b, and c,
respectively. The three information communication termi-
nals are connected by lines to create a triangle having
vertices of a, b, and ¢ by using the first distance information,
the lines being reduced at any percentage in proportion to the
distances between the information communication termi-
nals. The three information communication terminals are
selected so that the triangle can have the largest or smallest
area, or each of sides of the triangle is the longest or shortest.
Note that the reduction percentage is the same reduction
percentage of a floor map.

An information communication terminal capable of
receiving a radio wave from all the three information
communication terminals located at the vertices a, b, and ¢
of'the created triangle is selected one by one. Then, based on
the distance between the selected information communica-
tion terminal and each of the information communication
terminals at the vertices a, b, and ¢, a relative positional
relationship between the selected information communica-
tion terminal and the triangle is calculated. Based on the
positional relationship, other information communication
terminals are arranged. Each of the information communi-
cation terminals having the three vertices a, b, and ¢ is
connected with each other with lines. In this manner, the
chart is extended to the relative positional relationship chart
shown in FIG. 20.

Here, a description is given of how to extend the chart
Any triangle in the created chart is selected, and an infor-
mation communication terminal is selected one by one
which is capable of receiving a radio wave only from two
points forming a certain side of the selected triangle. In FIG.
21, an information communication terminal capable of
receiving a radio wave only from two points a and b is
denoted by x. The location of the terminal x can be identified
as any one of two points x,; and x, which are line-symmetric
to a side ab of the triangle.

Since a radio wave from the point ¢ can reach the points
a and b, the radio wave can reach any point in a circle having
a radius of a longer one of a side ca and a side cb. As
described above, the terminal x can receive the radio wave
only from the points a and b. Thus, if one of the points x,
and x, is included in the circle, the point x; not included in
the circle can be identified as located at a qualified location.
The chart is extended by arranging the terminal x at the
location of the identified point x,, and connecting the points
aand b by a line. If both the points x, and x, are not included
in the circle, a qualified terminal cannot be uniquely iden-
tified, and thus no terminal is added to the chart. The
processing is performed for every side of every triangle.

The aforementioned extension processing is executed
every time a triangle is newly generated based on a terminal
added in the above manner. The processing is repeated until
no new terminal is added to the relative positional relation-
ship chart, and thereby the relative positional relationship
chart is generated as shown FIG. 20. The method for
generating the relative positional relationship chart
described, above is merely an example. The method for
generating the relative positional relationship chart in this
embodiment is not limited thereto, and any other method can
be employed.

The relative positional relationship chart thus generated is
mapped on a floor map of a target floor showing the
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arrangement of wired LAN ports as shown in FIGS. 22A and
22B. The map is generated by map data held by the
management server 11. A map generated as an office design
drawing can be used as the map, and the map can be stored
as drawing data in the storage device or the like of the
management server 11.

Examples of a mapping method include a method using a
least squares method. Specifically, a distance between two of
points in the relative positional relationship chart and a
distance between corresponding ports are obtained, and a
difference between the distances is calculated. The differ-
ence is obtained for each two information the points in the
relative positional relationship chart. Then, each difference
is squared, results thereof are summed, a chart arrangement
having minimum sum of squares is obtained, and mapping
is performed based on the arrangement. Calculating a dis-
tance based on a measurement value of a radio wave
intensity causes an error with respect to an actual distance.
However, by determining the chart arrangement to minimize
the difference of every distance by use of the least squares
method, more accurate mapping can be achieved.

Moreover, a weight is assigned to the difference of
distance between two neighboring, information communi-
cation terminals according to the radio wave intensity
thereof, and thereby more accurate mapping can be
achieved. Since the relationship between the radio wave
intensity and the distance is inversely proportional as shown
in FIG. 2, the distance is calculated more accurately from a
higher radio wave intensity, and less accurately from a lower
radio wave. Thus, by assigning a higher weight to a distance
associated with a higher radio wave intensity, the accuracy
can be enhanced. The method illustrated above is also a
merely example. The method in this embodiment is not
limited thereto, and any other method can be employed.

The relative positional relationship chart can be mapped
in this manner. However, if areas of a floor are laid out
symmetrically, mapping cannot be performed uniquely. This
is because in which direction of the north, south, east, and
west the mapping should be performed. Hence, relative
positional relationship charts in two adjacent areas are
combined. By using the combined charts, it is possible to
identify a chart arrangement, as shown in FIGS. 22A and
22B, including two patterns symmetrical in a direction
orthogonal to a direction of combining the areas.

A plane coordinate system is defined with reference to
either one of the two patterns of the mapping. Thereby,
positional coordinates of information communication termi-
nals connected to the wired LAN can be obtained, and the
locations thereof can be identified. Note that regardless of
which one of the two patterns is employed, coordinates in a
direction of combining the areas match the other, and thus
there is no problem with area identification. In this embodi-
ment, two areas adjacent side by side are combined. How-
ever, at least three of areas adjacent north, south, east, and
west can be combined to identify a chart arranged in a single
pattern. The areas do not have to be mutually adjacent. The
mapping can also be performed by combining relative
positional relationship charts obtained based on separated
areas.

The management server 11 causes one of the information
communication terminals connected to the wired LAN to
function as a PAP in turn. The management server 11 also
causes the other information communication terminals
which do not function as the PAP to each measure a radio
wave intensity and to transmit a result thereof receives the
result, and identifies the information communication termi-
nals. During or after the above processing, the management
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server 11 also receives measurement results of radio wave
intensities of information communication terminals con-
nected to a wireless LAN.

The management server 11 can refer to the PAP database
22 based on terminal identification information of a PAP-
functioning information communication terminal corre-
sponding to the highest intensity in the radio wave intensity
measurement results received from the information commu-
nication terminals connected to the wireless LAN; acquire
location information associated with the terminal identifi-
cation information of the PAP-functioning information com-
munication terminal; register the location information as
location information of the corresponding information com-
munication terminal connected to the wireless LAN in the
terminal database 20; and update the terminal database 20.

The management server 11 can also acquire the location
information of the information communication terminal
connected to the wireless LAN by calculating and using a
distance based on a received radio wave intensity. In this
case, the management server 11 can register and hold therein
a distance calculated as second distance information as
shown in FIG. 23 in addition to the first distance information
shown in FIG. 19 in association with the information com-
munication terminal. The second distance information
shown in FIG. 23 may also be stored and managed in a
separately provided database or the like.

FIG. 23 shows a correspondence table of the second
distance information. The correspondence table is config-
ured such that terminal identification information of a PAP-
functioning information communication terminal is inputted
in an input field of “PAP ID,” terminal identification infor-
mation of an information communication terminal con-
nected to the wireless LAN is inputted in an input field of
“device ID,” and a calculated distance between the two
information communication terminals is inputted in an input
field “distance,” In FIG. 23, terminal identification informa-
tion of “PCO01” is inputted in the input field of “PAP ID,”
terminal identification information of “PC11” is inputted in
the input field of “device ID,” and a distance of “17 m” is
inputted in the input field of “distance.”

The location estimating unit 25 of the management server
11 refers to the second distance information, and identifies
information communication terminals connected to the
wireless LAN which receive radio waves from at least three
PAP-functioning information communication terminals con-
nected to the wired LAN and which measure intensities of
the radio waves. For example, as shown FIG. 24, rows of the
correspondence table of the second distance information
identify the information communication terminals. FIG. 24
shows that an information communication terminal “PC11”
connected to the wireless LAN receives radio waves from
three PAP-functioning information communication termi-
nals “PC01,” “PC02,” and “PC03”; an information commu-
nication terminal “PC12,” three PAP-functioning informa-
tion communication terminals “PC03,” “PC04,” and
“PC05”; an information communication terminal “PC13,”
three PAP-functioning information communication termi-
nals “PC03,” “PC04,” and “PC06”; an information commu-
nication terminal “PC1.4,” three PAP-functioning informa-
tion communication terminals “PC04,” “PC05,” and
“PC06”; an information communication terminal “PC15,”
three PAP-functioning information communication termi-
nals “PC06,” “PC07,” and “PC08”; and an information
communication terminal “PC16,” three PAP-functioning
information communication terminals “PC06,” “PC07,” and
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“PC08.” Thus, the information communication terminals
“PC12,” “PC13,” “PC14,” “PC15,” and “PC16” are identi-
fied.

As shown in FIG. 25, the location estimating unit 25
selects one of the thus identified information communication
terminals in turn, draws at least three circles each having the
center of one of the information connection terminals con-
nected to the wired LAN which broadcasts the radio wave to
the selected information communication terminal and hav-
ing a radius of a distance between the information commu-
nication terminal connected to the wired LAN and the
selected information communication terminal connected to
the wireless LAN, and estimates that an intersection of the
at least three circles is a location of the selected information
communication terminal. In FIG. 25, three circles having the
centers of the PAP-functioning information communication
terminals “PC01,” “PC02,” and “PC03” and having radii of
distances between the information communication terminal
“PC” and the information communication terminals “PC01,”
“PC02,” and “PC03” are drawn, and an intersection of the
three circles is estimated as the location of the information
communication terminal “PC11,” The location of every
identified information communication terminal is estimated
in this manner. Note that the location can be obtained as
absolute coordinates by using simultaneous equations con-
stituted of the aforementioned three equations. Thereafter,
the location estimating unit 25 of the management server 11
stores the estimated location in the terminal database 20 in
association with terminal identification information of the
selected information communication terminal and manages
the estimated location as location information.

As described above, regardless of which one of the two
patterns symmetrical in the direction orthogonal to the
direction of combining areas is mapped to define the plane
coordinate system, the relative positional relationship
among the information communication terminals connected
to the wireless LAN can be properly mapped. Thus, an area
where the information communication terminals connected
to the wireless LAN exist can be identified based on coor-
dinates of estimated locations in the direction of combining
areas.

This means that a chart arranged in a single pattern can be
used for a floor having an H-shape a four-tile pattern or the
like which has three or more mutually adjacent areas in two
or more directions, and thus absolute coordinates of infor-
mation communication terminals can be estimated. In this
embodiment, since a location of every information commu-
nication terminal connected to the wired LAN is unknown,
the location is estimated by using the relation positional
relationship and the map. However, only if a location of at
least one information communication terminal connected to
the wired LAN is fixed and location information thereof is
registered, absolute coordinates of the other information
communication terminals can be estimated by using the
location information. This is because a location of one of
information communication terminals is determined. Thus,
mapping of a relative positional relationship chart can be
uniquely performed, and absolute coordinates of the infor-
mation communication terminals can be obtained by using
the simultaneous equations constituted of the aforemen-
tioned three equations.

The number of information communication terminals
simultaneously functioning as PAPs is not limited to one
described, above, and may also be multiple according to the
types of radio waves used for measurement within a range
where no interference occurs, so that measurement result
connection can be speeded up. The numbers of channels
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used in the wireless LAN are 14, 13, and 19 according to
IEEE802.11b, IEEE802.1.1g, and IEEE802.11a, respec-
tively. However, IEEE802.11b and IEEE802.11g require
more than four channel intervals, and thus the number of
simultaneously usable channels are 4, 3, respectively. Since
no interface occurs according to IEEE802.1a, the number of
simultaneously usable channels is 19. Accordingly, radio
waves are broadcasted by using channels of which number
is any one of the above numbers of simultaneously usable
channels, and thereby measurement results can be simulta-
neously collected from the non-PAP-functioning informa-
tion communication terminals number of which is the num-
ber of the simultaneously usable channels and information
communication terminals connected to the wireless LAN

As described above, even though locations of the wired
LAN ports are not inputted and managed, locations of
information communication terminals connected to the
wired LAN can be identified, and locations of information
communication terminals connected to the wireless LAN
can be estimated. For this reason, an advanced switch or
router capable of designating mapping of the ports and
distributed addresses is not required. Moreover, a PAP-
functioning information communication terminal is limited
to one on each floor or within a range where no radio wave
interference occurs, the radio wave interference does not
occur. Further, also in this embodiment like the aforemen-
tioned embodiment, locations of information communica-
tion terminals can be estimated without requiring any new
additional hardware, prior registration or management of
location information of each node, or any change in a
network configuration.

The location estimation system, the information commu-
nication terminals the agent program, and the location
estimation method of the present invention have been
described above in detail by referring to the drawings. The
present invention is not limited to the embodiments
described above but can be changed within a range in which
those skilled in the art can come up with by implementing
another embodiment, or by adding any element to the
present invention, or changing or omitting any element of
the present invention. Any modes thus made should be
included within the scope of the present invention, as long
as these modes provide the same operations and advanta-
geous effects as those of the present invention.

Note that the agent program installed on an information
communication terminal can be provided as a computer-
readable program, and can be stored in a recording medium
such as a flexible disk a CD-ROM, a DVD-ROM, an SD
card or an HDD, and thus be provided therein.

The invention claimed is:

1. An information communication terminal comprising:

a processor; and

a memory coupled to the processor, wherein the memory

comprises instructions which, when executed by the
processor, cause the processor to:

responsive to the information communication terminal

being connected to a wired network and receiving from
a management server a mode change instruction to
switch to a communication mode of performing wire-
less communication directly with at least one other
information communication terminal, switch the com-
munication mode to a pseudo-access point (PAP) com-
munication mode;

broadcast a carrier wave comprising terminal identifica-

tion information of the information communication
terminal responsive to the information communication
terminal being in the PAP communication mode;
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responsive to the information communication terminal
not being connected to the wired network, measure an
intensity of a carrier wave that is broadcasted by a
second information communication terminal function-
ing in the PAP communication mode, wherein the
carrier wave comprises terminal identification informa-
tion of the second information communication termi-
nal;

transmit the measured intensity to the management server

together with the terminal identification information of
the second information communication terminal,
wherein the management server estimates location
information of the information communication termi-
nal by using the location information of the second
information communication terminal and the measured
intensity and stores the estimated location information
in association with the terminal identification informa-
tion of the information communication terminal; and

responsive to receiving from the management server a

mode change instruction to switch to a communication
mode of performing wireless communication via an
access point connected to the wired network, switch the
communication mode to a non-PAP communication
mode.

2. The information communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein the instructions further cause the processor
to:

in response to determining the information communica-

tion terminal is connected to the wired network, deter-
mine whether the information communication terminal
is set in PAP communication mode,

responsive to determining the information communica-

tion terminal is not set in the PAP communication
mode, send the management server the terminal iden-
tification information, wherein the management server
generates the location information of the information
communication terminal.

3. The information communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein the carrier wave further comprises PAP
identification information for identifying the information
communication terminal as a PAP, wherein the information
communication terminal broadcasts the carrier wave at
regular intervals.

4. The information communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein the instructions further cause the processor
to:

determine whether an intensity of the carrier wave is

higher than a threshold.

5. The information communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein the information communication terminal
controls the intensity of the broadcast carrier wave.

6. The information communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein the carrier wave is an electromagnetic
wave or an ultrasonic wave.

7. The information communication terminal according to
claim 1, wherein responsive to determining the information
communication terminal is connected to the wired network
and responsive to not receiving the mode change instruction,
the information communication terminal measures the inten-
sity of the carrier wave broadcasted by a second information
communication terminal functioning in the PAP communi-
cation mode.

8. A computer program product comprising a non-transi-
tory computer readable medium having a computer readable
program stored therein, wherein the computer readable
program, when executed on an information communication
terminal, causes the information communication terminal to:
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responsive to the information communication terminal
being connected to a wired network and receiving from
a management server a mode change instruction to
switch to a communication mode of performing wire-
less communication directly with at least one other
information communication terminal, switch a commu-
nication mode to a pseudo-access point (PAP) commu-
nication mode;
broadcast a carrier wave comprising terminal identifica-
tion information of the information communication
terminal responsive to the information communication
terminal being in the PAP communication mode;

responsive to the information communication terminal
not being connected to the wired network, measure an
intensity of a carrier wave that is broadcasted by a
second information communication terminal function-
ing in the PAP communication mode, wherein the
carrier wave comprises terminal identification informa-
tion of the second information communication termi-
nal;

transmit the measured intensity to the management server

together with the terminal identification information of
the second information communication terminal,
wherein the management server estimates location
information of the information communication termi-
nal by using the location information of the second
information communication terminal and the measured
intensity and stores the estimated location information
in association with the terminal identification informa-
tion of the information communication terminal; and

responsive to receiving from the management server a

mode change instruction to switch to a communication
mode of performing wireless communication via an
access point connected to the wired network, switch the
communication mode to a non-PAP communication
mode.

9. The computer program product according to claim 8,
wherein the computer readable program further causes the
information communication terminal to:

determine whether the information communication termi-

nal is set in PAP communication mode in response to
determining the information communication terminal is
connected to the wired network;

responsive to determining the information communica-

tion terminal is not set in the PAP communication
mode, send the management server the terminal iden-
tification information, wherein the management server
generates the location information of the information
communication terminal.

10. The computer program product according to claim 8,
wherein the carrier wave further comprises PAP identifica-
tion information for identifying the information communi-
cation terminal as a PAP, wherein the information commu-
nication terminal broadcasts the carrier wave at regular
intervals.

11. The computer program product according to claim 8,
wherein the computer readable program further causes the
information communication terminal to determine whether
an intensity of the carrier wave is higher than a threshold.

12. The computer program product according to claim 8,
wherein responsive to determining the information commu-
nication terminal is connected to the wired network and
responsive to not receiving the mode change instruction, the
information communication terminal measures the intensity
of the carrier wave broadcast by the second information
communication terminal functioning in the PAP communi-
cation mode.
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13. A location estimation system comprising:

a plurality of information communication terminals; and

a management server connected to a wired network and

configured to estimate a location of each of the plurality
of information communication terminals and to store
location information of the plurality of information
communication terminals,

wherein responsive to a given information communica-

tion terminal receiving from the management server a
mode change instruction to switch to a communication
mode of performing wireless communication directly
with a different information communication terminal,
the given information communication terminal
switches a communication mode to a pseudo-access
point (PAP) communication mode;

wherein the given information communication terminal

broadcasts a carrier wave comprising terminal identi-
fication information of the given information commu-
nication terminal responsive to the given information
communication terminal being in the PAP communi-
cation mode;

wherein responsive to the given information communica-

tion terminal not being connected to the wired network,
the given information communication terminal mea-
sures an intensity of a carrier wave that is broadcasted
by a second information communication terminal func-
tioning in the PAP communication mode, wherein the
carrier wave comprises terminal identification informa-
tion of the second information communication termi-
nal;

wherein the given information communication terminal

transmits the measured intensity to the management
server together with the terminal identification infor-
mation of the second information communication ter-
minal; and

wherein the management server estimates location infor-

mation of the information communication terminal by
using the location information of the second informa-
tion communication terminal and the measured inten-
sity and stores the estimated location information in
association with the terminal identification information
of the information communication terminal.

14. The location estimation system according to claim 13,
wherein the management server manages a range informa-
tion database, a terminal database, and a PAP database, the
range information database storing therein location infor-
mation and a range of network addresses in association with
each other, the terminal database storing therein the terminal
identification information of the information communication
terminal and location information of the information com-
munication terminal in association with each other, the PAP
database storing therein the terminal identification informa-
tion and the location information of an information com-
munication terminal functioning as the PAP in association
with each other, and

wherein responsive to receiving the terminal identifica-

tion information transmitted from the given informa-
tion communication terminal, the management server
refers to the range information database, generates the
location information of the given information commu-
nication terminal, and updates the terminal database by
registering the location information in the terminal
database in association with the terminal identification
information.

15. The location estimation system according to claim 13,
wherein the management server selects one of the informa-
tion communication terminals connected to the wired net-
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work to cause the information communication terminal to
function as the PAP, and issues to the selected information
communication terminal the mode change instruction to
switch to the communication mode of performing wireless
communication directly with a different one of the informa-
tion communication terminals.
16. The location estimation system according to claim 13,
wherein the management server manages a range informa-
tion database, a terminal database, and a PAP database, the
range information database storing therein location infor-
mation and a range of network addresses in association with
each other, the terminal database storing therein the terminal
identification information of the information communication
terminal and location information of the information com-
munication terminal in association with each other, the PAP
database storing therein the terminal identification informa-
tion and the location information of an information com-
munication terminal functioning PAP in association with
each other, and
wherein the management server refers to the PAP data-
base on the basis of the terminal identification infor-
mation of the information communication terminal
functioning as the PAP which achieves the highest
intensity among the intensities received from the infor-
mation communication terminals connected to the
wireless radio network, acquires the location informa-
tion associated with the terminal identification infor-
mation, and updates the terminal database by register-
ing the location information in the terminal database as
the location information of the information communi-
cation terminal connected to the wireless network.
17. The location estimation system according to claim 13,
wherein the management server selects at least one of the
information communication terminals connected to the
wired network and issues the mode change instruction to the
selected information communication terminal to cause the
selected information communication terminal to function as
the PAP, the intensity measuring unit of each of unselected
ones of the information communication terminals connected
to the wired network measures the intensity of the carrier
wave,
wherein the management server iterates processing of
calculating a distance between the information com-
munication terminal functioning as the PAP and each
unselected information communication terminal con-
nected to the wired network on the basis of the mea-
sured intensity until all the information communication
terminals connected to the wired network are selected,

wherein the management server generates a relative posi-
tional relationship chart showing a two-dimensional
relative positional relationship among the information
communication terminals connected to the wired net-
work by using the obtained distances between the
information communication terminals,

wherein the management server maps the relative posi-

tional relationship chart on a map generated on the
basis of pre-stored map data and showing an arrange-
ment of wired network connection ports, and

wherein the management server identifies a location of

each of the information communication terminals con-
nected to the wired network, on the basis of a location
of a corresponding one of the wired network connec-
tion ports.

18. The location estimation system according to claim 17,
wherein the management server registers and manages the
location information of the information communication ter-
minals for each of areas, generates the relative positional
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relationship chart for each of the areas, combines the relative
positional relationship charts generated for at least two
adjacent ones of the areas, maps the combined relative
positional relationship charts on the map, and thereby iden-
tifies the locations of the information communication ter-
minals connected to the wired network.

19. The location estimation system according to claim 17,
wherein the management server manages a terminal data-
base and a PAP database, the terminal database storing
therein the terminal identification information of the infor-
mation communication terminal and location information of
the information communication terminal in association with
each other, the PAP database storing therein the terminal
identification information and the location information of an
information communication terminal functioning as the PAP
in association with other, and

wherein the management server refers to the PAP data-

base on the basis of the terminal identification infor-
mation of the information communication terminal
functioning as the PAP which achieves the highest
intensity among the intensities received from the infor-
mation communication terminals connected to the
wireless radio network, thereby acquires location infor-
mation associated with the terminal identification infor-
mation, and updates the terminal database by register-
ing the location information in the terminal database as
location information of the information communication
terminal connected to the wireless network.

20. The location estimation system according to claim 17,
wherein the management server manages a terminal data-
base storing therein the terminal identification information
of the information communication terminal and location
information of the information communication terminal in
association with each other,

wherein for each of the information communication ter-

minals connected to the wireless network, the manage-
ment server selects at least three pieces of terminal
identification information of information communica-
tion terminals functioning as the PAPs which are stored
in association with terminal identification information
of the each information communication terminal con-
nected to the wireless network, by using distance
information in which distances calculated from the
intensities received from the respective information
communication terminals connected to the wireless
network are stored in association with the terminal
identification information pieces of the information
communication terminals each functioning as the PAP,
and

wherein the management server:

acquires distances respectively associated with the at
least three selected pieces of terminal identification
information,

draws circles on the map on which the relative posi-
tional relationship chart is mapped, the circles hav-
ing the centers of the information communication
terminals identified by the at least three selected
pieces of terminal identification information and
having radii of the acquired distances, and

updates the terminal database by registering location
information of an intersection of the drawn circles in
the terminal database as location information of the
information communication terminal connected to
the wireless network.

21. A method performed by a location estimation system
including a plurality of information communication termi-
nals and a management server connected to a wired network
and configured to estimate a location of each of the plurality
of information communication terminals, the method com-
prising:
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the managing server selecting one of the information
communication terminals connected to the wired net-
work, as an information communication terminal to
function as a pseudo-access point (PAP) and issuing, to
the selected information communication terminal, a
mode change instruction to switch to a communication
mode of performing wireless communication directly
with a different one of the information communication
terminals;

the managing server storing terminal identification infor-
mation and location information of the selected infor-
mation communication terminal in association with
each other in a PAP database;

the selected information communication terminal switch-
ing to the communication mode and to function as the
PAP, responsive to receiving the mode change instruc-
tion;

the selected information communication terminal func-
tioning as the PAP broadcasting a carrier wave com-
prising the terminal identification information of the
selected information communication terminal function-
ing as the PAP;

a given information communication terminal, responsive
to determining the given information communication
terminal is not connected to the wired network, mea-
suring an intensity of a carrier wave that is broadcasted
by the selected information communication terminal
functioning as the PAP, wherein the carrier wave com-
prises terminal identification information of the
selected information communication terminal, and
transmitting the measured intensity to the management
server together with the terminal identification infor-
mation of the selected information communication ter-
minal functioning as the PAP; and

the management server estimating location information of
the given information communication terminal by
using the location information of the selected informa-
tion communication terminal functioning as the PAP
and the measured intensity, and storing the estimated
location information in association with the terminal
identification information of the given information
communication terminal in a terminal database.

22. The method according to claim 21, further compris-

ing:

responsive to all the information communication termi-
nals connected to the wired network having been
selected in sequence to function as the PAP and the
information communication terminals except the infor-
mation communication terminal functioning the PAP
transmit the respective measured intensities to the
management servet,

the management server calculating a distance between
each two of the information communication terminals
connected to the wired network, from the intensities
measured by the information communication terminals,
and generating, by using the distances, a relative posi-
tional relationship chart showing a two-dimensional
relative positional relationship among the information
communication terminals;

the management server mapping the relative positional
relationship chart in a map generated on the basis of
pre-stored map data and showing an arrangement of
wired network connection ports, and identifying a
location of each of the information communication
terminals connected to the wired network, on the basis
of a location of a corresponding one of the wired
network connection ports; and
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the management server:

for each of the information communication terminals
connected to a wireless network, selecting at least
three pieces of terminal identification information of
the information communication terminals each func- 5
tioning as the PAP which are stored in association
with the terminal identification information of the
each information communication terminal connected
to the wireless network, by using distance informa-
tion in which distances calculated from the intensi-
ties received from the respective information com-
munication terminals connected to the wireless
network are stored in association with the terminal
identification information pieces of the information
communication terminals each functioning as the
PAP; 15

acquiring distances respectively associated with the at
least three selected pieces of terminal identification
information;

drawing circles on the map on which the relative
positional relationship chart is mapped, the circles 20
having the centers of the information communication
terminals identified by the at least three selected
pieces of terminal identification information and
having radii of the acquired distances; and

storing, as location information of the information ,
communication terminal connected to the wireless
network, location information of an intersection of
the drawn circles in a terminal database, in associa-
tion with the terminal identification information of

the information communication terminal. 30
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